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I will instruct thee and teach thee in the way 

 which thou shalt go: I will guide thee with mine eye. 

~ Psalm 32:8 
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WITH GOD BEFORE US 

Mr. Dan Kuiper, Administrator 
 

I’ve enjoyed playing sports for as long as I can remember. From shooting hoops in the 
driveway and playing little league baseball as a kid, to competing in junior high and high school 
athletics, to joining rec leagues and playing yard games as an adult, I've always been drawn to the 
game. Whether it’s formal competition or just for fun, I like the energy, the challenge, and the 
friendships that come through playing and coaching sports. One thing I’ve noticed from these 
experiences is that the most anxious moments often come before the game begins when you're 
thinking through all the unknowns and possibilities. This is especially true when the stakes are high. 
Once the game starts you don’t think too much. You just react and play and it all flows pretty 
naturally. It’s before the game begins that the nerves hit hardest. That’s when you wonder, Am I 
prepared for this? How will things go? What if I mess up? As I begin my work as principal, I find 
myself having these same kinds of thoughts, yet I am comforted as I think on the faithfulness of our 
covenant God, who says in Deuteronomy 31:8, “And the LORD, he it is that doth go before thee; he 
will be with thee, he will not fail thee, neither forsake thee: fear not, neither be dismayed.” 

Deuteronomy 31:8 is part of Moses’s final address to Israel and was spoken directly to Joshua 
as he prepared to take on a new position of leadership in the nation. This role came with great 
responsibility and I imagine Joshua had many questions and anxious thoughts as he considered the 
unknowns and challenges ahead. The Israelites were about to enter a new land and face fierce 
enemies, all without the leader they had followed for so long. In the face of that uncertainty, God 
reminded Joshua of what is certain — that He is a faithful, covenant God who is always with His 
people. God gave Joshua the promise that He would go before him, be with him, and strengthen 
him through it all. Though Moses had led the people for many years and now Joshua was taking on 
that role, this was a reminder that it is ultimately God who leads and accomplishes the work. 
Therefore, there was no reason to fear, because God would be with him and guide him in the task 
ahead.  

This beautiful reminder continues to bring comfort and confidence to us today when we face 
the unknowns and changes that come with a new school year. As I take on my new role as principal 
and ask the questions, Am I prepared for this? How will this go? What if I mess up? I'm thankful to 
know that there is no real reason to fear. The questions will linger because the work is important… 
far more important than any game that’s ever been played. Being a principal means more than just 
helping with schedules or answering questions. It means helping guide the education of each child, 
supporting the staff, and working with parents to make sure we're staying focused on our main goal 
of teaching our children to know and love God in everything they learn. As I’ve considered those 
questions and the seriousness of this calling, I’ve found comfort in looking back and reflecting on 
God’s faithfulness, not only throughout church history, but also in my own life. In doing so, I’ve come 
to see how He has directed my way and led me to this point. God has used a variety of life and 
teaching experiences to prepare me for this work, and that gives me confidence for what lies ahead. 
From a practical standpoint, of course, I hope things go well and that I don’t mess up too badly. But 
even more than that, I go forward with confidence, knowing that the work of the school doesn’t 
ultimately depend on me (or on you). It is the work of our faithful God, who is with us and has given 
His Word and Spirit to guide, strengthen and equip us, just as He did for Joshua. 

 

FROM THE ADMINISTRATOR 
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In His faithfulness, God not only gives His Word as a help but also uses other people as a 
means of support and encouragement. I’ve found that to be the case this summer as well. Ron Koole 
has taken lots of time to walk me through the details of the school building and the day-to-day 
responsibilities of the principal’s role. Laurel Lotterman has been incredibly helpful, guiding me 
through procedures and pointing out important details I wouldn’t have even known to ask about. The 
teachers and school board have offered support and encouragement, and many others in the 
community have reached out with kind and thoughtful words. My wife and family have been very 
helpful and patient through this change. For all of this, I’m truly grateful. 

By God’s grace, we now stand at the starting line of a new school year. While there may be 
some nerves, there’s also that familiar feeling of excitement and anticipation. That excitement comes 
not only from the challenge ahead but also from the deep love and appreciation I have for this school 
which has had an impact on four generations of my family. Hope School is a place with passionate, 
dedicated teachers who value the place of strong academics and understand the important role they 
play as an extension of the covenant home. It is supported by parents and supporters who are 
committed to the cause of Christian education. This is a place where every subject is taught in the 
light of God’s Word. In His faithfulness, God has preserved Hope School for many generations. And 
so, we go forward with confidence, trusting that our faithful Father will uphold, guide, and bless us 
in the year to come. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2025-26 School Calendar 
 
August 25  First Day of School 
Aug. 29 – Sept. 1  Labor Day Break 
September 17  School Pictures 
September 22-25 MAP Assessments 
October 2  PTA 
October 9-10  Parent/Teacher Conferences 
October 16-17 Teachers’ Convention – No School 
November 5 Kindergarten Dental Screening 
November 27-28 Thanksgiving Break 
Dec. 24- Jan. 2 Christmas Break 
January 16  End of 1st Semester (1/2 day) 
January 19-22 MAP Assessments 
February 5-6  Parent/Teacher Conferences 
February 12  PTA 
April 3-10  Spring Break 
May 4-7  MAP Assessments 
May 25  Memorial Day – No School 
May 29 Last Day of School (1/2 day) 
June 1 Graduation 
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ENROLLMENT COMMITTEE REPORT 

Kevin Koole, Chairman 
Vance Grasman, Scott Moelker, Ed Reitsma 

 
This summer, the Enrollment Committee has had the privilege of welcoming four new families 

to Hope School. Each family meets the qualifications laid out in our Guidelines for Enrollment, and 
all four have been approved by the Board. We welcome one new Kindergartener (Ellis Doezema) 
and three families transferring from other Christian Schools: the Pols (Abbie – 7th, and Mackenzie – 
4th), the Medemas (Rowan – 8th, and Marie – 1st), and the Deckers (Emma – 6th).  Enjoy the short 
introductions for each of these families below. 

May Hope School be a blessing to these new children and their families, and they to it.  As 
we look to the year ahead, we thank God for all the children enrolled at Hope School, and we put 
our trust in Him as he leads and guides each one of them through their Christian education.  We 
pray for continued faithfulness, knowledge, and wisdom for the staff at Hope School as they assist in 
raising our children in truth, helping us to keep the vows we make at baptism.  May God’s glory 
shine forth as we begin another year at Hope School. 

 

The Deckers:  
Hello from Nate, Jessica, Kate, and Emma Decker. At the end of 2024, Nate accepted the 

call to be the pastor of Hope Protestant Reformed Church. As a result, we are joining the Hope 
School community and are excited to do so. Our younger daughter Emma will be in sixth grade this 
school year, while our older daughter Kate will be a freshman at CCHS. We are all thrilled to be 
using schools that can be seen from our living room windows, allowing for a little later wake-up time 
and a little extra sleep 
every morning. But 
most of all, we are 
thrilled to use a school 
we are confident will 
provide a solid, 
biblical, well-rounded 
Christian education in 
a godly community 
wherein the love of 
Christ is manifested. 
Friendships with Hope 
girls and families have 
already been 
developed since living 
in the neighborhood 
and attending Hope 
Church, making the 
transition to a new school all the easier and exciting. We look forward to getting to know more of 
the covenant community here in the coming years. 

 

SCHOOL BOARD NEWS 
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The Doezemas:   
We are Kyle and Deanna Doezema. We have three boys, 
Ellis (5), Callum (3), and Cade (1), and are about halfway 
to meeting baby #4, Lord willing. We moved here from 
Iowa in March of last year, and we are adjusting pretty 
well to Michigan life. Kyle is working for Bosveld 
Construction, and I stay at home with the kids. We like to 
spend a lot of time at the beach in the summer, and if we 
aren't there, we're probably doing something with family. 
We are thankful for the opportunity to send our children 
here and excited to join the Hope School family. Looking 
forward to meeting more of you soon! 

 

 
 
 
 
 

The Medemas: 
Hello!  We are Ralph and Jennifer (Jenn) Medema.  God has blessed us with five children:  

Summer (20), Rafe (17), Vada (15), Rowan (13), and Marie (almost 6).  For the past 21 years we 
have lived in the greater Chicago area and have been members of Crete PRC.  Although we will miss 
our school and church community in Illinois/Indiana, we are excited to begin this new chapter of our 
lives in Michigan. 

For almost 30 years, Ralph has been a junior high and high school teacher at Protestant 
Reformed Christian School 
and Heritage Christian High 
School in Dyer, IN.  
Currently, he is looking for a 
new job, one that may 
involve teaching or perhaps 
not.  It is all in the Lord’s 
hands what God will call 
Ralph to do, and we wait 
patiently on Him.  Jenn has 
been a stay-at-home mom 
for the past 20 years and 
continues to learn much 
through the ups and downs 
of motherhood.  Jenn 
substitute taught over the 
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years at our grade school in Indiana and she hopes to be put on the sub list at some area Christian 
schools after we are moved and settled.  Our oldest daughter, Summer, has worked at Alsip Home 
and Nursery for a year and a half and will be looking for a new full-time job in Michigan.  Rafe will 
be a senior and Vada will begin her sophomore year at CCHS.  Our son, Rowan, is looking forward 
to joining the 8th grade class at Hope and Marie will be entering first grade.  All the children are 
looking forward to living closer to their cousins and meeting new friends. 

In our free time we enjoy gardening, hiking, camping, going to the beach, playing card 
games, and taking road trips.  This summer we have been busy getting our house ready to sell as 
well as figuring out a place to live in MI.  The Lord has answered our prayers and we plan to move 
into the house, where Ron and Sherry Koole lived, for a few months until we are able to sell our 
house and buy a new one, Lord willing. 

We are very thankful for the opportunity to send our children to Hope PRCS.  Many years ago, 
Jenn was a student at this very school and we trust that our children will be given a solid, reformed 
Christian education at Hope.  We look forward to connecting with old acquaintances and friends, as 
well as meeting those who are newer to the Hope School community.  Although we have many 
changes ahead of us as well as many unknowns in our life right now, we trust that God’s way is best.  
May we wait on His great and eternal plan for our lives each day. 

 

The Pols: 
Hello from the Pols family, 

We are Eric and 
Katherine along with our 
children Analise, Zachary, 
Abbie, and Makenzie. We 
are members at 
Georgetown PRC. We are 
looking forward to a new 
school year at Hope. Abbie 
and Makenzie previously 
attended Heritage, and the 
girls are excited to make 
new friends. We are 
thankful for the opportunity 
to send our children to 
Hope. 

Abbie will be 
entering 7th grade and 
looks forward to playing 

volleyball and cross country. She enjoys art and likes to paint. Makenzie will be entering 4th grade. 
She was born in California. She enjoys math and coloring. She loves animals and enjoys being 
outside. 
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BUILDING COMMITTEE REPORT 
Tom Huizinga, Chairman 

Jamie Langerak, Steve Langerak, Ed Reitsma 
 

We are once again closing in on a new school year and it’s time to let everyone know what 
the Building Committee has been up to. With a facility as large as the one we’ve been blessed with, 
it seems there is always something to take care of if one chooses to look for it. We held another 
successful work bee on May 31, and similar to previous years, it was well attended, and the men 
(and a few children) came ready to work. With their willing participation, the list of projects was easily 
finished by mid-day. One of our Discovery Rooms was given a fresh coat of paint as well as two Staff 
bathrooms. Some of the other projects completed that morning included readying the landscaping 
in the front of the building for a new layer of mulch, mowing and raking the grass in the soccer field, 
repairing some drain tile in the field and filling some holes to make it easier on the lawn mower, 
cleaning out the roof drains, putting the patio furniture away for the summer, and removing the old 
window blinds from 4 classrooms. The Building Committee would like to express our appreciation to 
all those who once again gave of their time and energy for the school. 

A few other things have taken place in the school building. We have installed some clocks in 
the hallways and have had the aforementioned window blinds replaced. We also contracted KVO to 
install a security camera system in the building. This series of cameras is installed mostly in the 
hallways, with a view to the entrances of the building, as well as the front parking lot and the bus 
parking area. We hope that this system will help us to maintain a safe and secure building and we 
would like to thank the School Circle for the funding for this project. We are currently working on 
getting our drinking fountains and other water outlets to comply with new State of Michigan codes. 
This involved removing several old drinking fountains, updating a fountain in the Elementary hallway 
with a new fountain/bottle filler, and hiring Kalsbeek Plumbing to install lead filters on all drinking 
fountains and sinks deemed suitable for drinking. These filters will need to be replaced annually. All 
other water outlets will be labeled with a sticker showing them to be “non-potable water.” We would 
like to thank Kalsbeek for their work as well as the State of Michigan for making sure that we always 
have work to do. The committee also plans to create a permanent home for the baseball bleachers 
behind the backstop. Currently, these bleachers are carried to the east side of the soccer field for the 
summer to make it possible to mow the grass. Another project getting some attention is last year’s 
8th grade gift of money to be used for protective nets in front of the scoreboards in the gym. 

As most have probably heard, the Building Committee has hired a property manager to 
handle the business of our rental house on the corner of Wilson and Riverbend. This allows us to 
make use of the property for the time being, make a small amount of money, and not cause 
additional headaches for the School Board. This arrangement has been going well thus far. At the 
Society Meeting this past April, the Building Committee received approval to work towards the 
expansion of our front parking lot. Our current lot is too small and also is nearing the end of its life. 
Expanding the parking lot requires the demolition of the current administrator’s house. As of now, 
we are in the process of having plans for the parking lot drawn. Once we have plans that we approve 
of, we will move forward working with the city in attaining permits for the work to come. 

While we have reached the end of the “Ron Koole Administrator” era, the Building Committee 
has retained his services as our janitor for the coming year. For many years now, he has seen that 
our building is clean and that doors are opened and later locked again for the many rentals that 
happen throughout the year. He also monitors the sprinkler system and keeps in touch with Action 
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Lawn and Snow or the Building Committee when sprinkler maintenance is necessary. Mike Elzinga 
will once again serve as our Groundskeeper and Dan Boeve will serve as Maintenance Man. The 
Building Committee would like to express our thanks to these men for their services to our school. 
These services are necessary for the daily operation of the school, and we are grateful that we have 
men willing to take on these tasks. 

We are thankful to God for the faithful school that He has given us, a school where our 
children continue to be taught His Word by teachers of like faith. We also give thanks to Him for the 
means and resources we have been given to maintain our building and grounds and to make 
improvements that we deem “necessary.” These are blessings that are easy to take for granted as we 
have been given so much. We pray for wisdom that we might act as good stewards of God’s generous 
gifts to us and that we make all of our decisions based on His Word and according to His Will. 

Matt Elzinga and his Robotics team are looking forward to another exciting season. We thank 
him and his able helpers – Matt Rutgers, Ben Petroelje, and Matt Moelker – for all the work they do. 
A kickoff meeting will be held shortly after school starts. 

We ask that you continue to pray for wisdom and strength from God for the board, staff, and 
teachers of Hope School as another year of covenantal instruction begins. 

 
 

FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT 
Vance Grasman, Treasurer 
Alex Kalsbeek, Phil Kalsbeek 

 
Provision – (Merriam-Webster Dictionary) noun:  A measure taken beforehand to deal with a need 
or contingency.   
Provide – verb:  To put (something) into the possession of someone for use or consumption. 
Psalm 132:11-12, 15: “The Lord hath sworn in truth unto David; he will not turn from it; Of the fruit 
of thy body will I set upon thy throne.  If thy children will keep my covenant and my testimony that I 
shall teach, their children shall sit upon thy throne for evermore.  I will abundantly bless her provision: 
I will satisfy her poor with bread.”   

At the end of the month of June, we concluded another fiscal year at Hope School. In looking 
at the general results of this past year, the words, “provision” and “provide” come to mind. I ask you, 
the reader, to take a few extra moments outside of the reading of this report to consider with me 
these words in light of God’s Word and in light of this world in which He rules. Perhaps you can do 
this in your personal devotions or also with your children in family devotions, considering how God 
has provided for your family so that the school could be provided for. Think of how we personally, 
collectively, and generationally have experienced God’s provision from the school itself. Think of how 
God uses Hope School to provide for the needs in the church. Think of God providing all of the 
personnel listed in the education, secretary, and building reports, and so many more. Think of all the 
students themselves as God-provided gifts from Him, for which it is God’s provided work for us to 
instruct them in His ways. Think of all the money that God has enriched us with to do so. In your 
consideration of all God’s provisions, take the time to expand on the depth of this list. 

In consideration of God’s many provisions, we must remember that there is one provision that 
stands alone. This is, of course, the one around whom the education centers. That is the gift of our 
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, whom God ordained beforehand to deal with our greatest need in the 
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forgiveness of our sins. It is this one eternal, fruit-of-David’s-body throne-sitter, that we rely on for the 
providing of all our spiritual and physical needs.   

Included are the final results for the fiscal year end. You will notice that, in general, we finished 
right at our budget targets. For total revenue, we finished at 99.4% to budget, and for total costs we 
finished at 98.5% to budget. For our overall operational budget, we finished near breakeven at –
$314.47. Where we missed on our budgeted costs was mostly bus related. Much of the reason for 
this was due to the fact we owned and operated three buses instead of two for almost the entire year. 
Adding in interest income plus some revenue from renting the house on the corner, we actually 
finished the year in the black with a net income of $32,747.19. God has indeed richly provided for 
Hope School once again! 

Included in God’s provisions these past two years was a capable treasurer, in Joshua 
Meulenberg. We thank him for his work. The balanced budget that you are looking at is, in part, one 
of the fruits of his thoughtful labor. Your Finance Committee for the upcoming year encourages you 
to feel free to reach out to any of us if you have any questions regarding tuition or other fiscal-related 
topics. 

The Finance Committee expresses appreciation for the families of the school for their prompt 
paying of tuition from month to month. This includes the smooth enrollment process in July. We 
understand the sacrifice involved in this. Students, give thanks to God for providing self-sacrificial 
parents on your behalf as you prepare for the new school year.  We are also thankful to the many 
school-supporting individuals, families, and businesses that have given generously of their provisions 
for the providing of Hope School’s needs through the drive. As you see in the report, we concluded 
our fiscal drive gifts and pledges count also at 99.4% of goal.   

We began a new fiscal year on July 1, which, Lord willing, will include another year of needed 
covenantal instruction to our children in the year of our Lord 2025-26. Please keep the school in 
your prayers to God, our provider, as we execute the task in front of us, given by Him. There is the 
tuition that must again be paid and another fall and spring drive that, combined, provides the main 
operational income for the coming school year. From our perspective, there will be contingencies 
that will need to be dealt with, and worked on, and money spent in this coming year. But we rest by 
faith in our Provider, that He has and will continue to take all measures needed beforehand to deal 
with our needs. And that, in God’s perfect and predetermined plan there are no contingencies; only 
His plan being revealed to us. To our Almighty God be all the glory and the thanksgiving for His 
abundant blessings and provisions! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ATTENTION: 
 

All band students, please bring your 
instruments to school on the first day. 

We will have a LEGO robotics 
informational meeting on Tuesday, 

August 26 at 7 PM. 
 

If you would like to receive the Monday Memo via email, please send your 
request to hopeschool@hopeprcschool.org or call 616-453-9717.   

If you received the memo last year, you are already on the list  
and do not have to email or call. 

 

mailto:hopeschool@hopeprcschool.org
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Y/E Actual to Budget July '24 - June '25 Total Budgeted % 

Income    

Church Collections $47,190.11 $46,000.00 102.6% 

Gifts and Pledges $343,870.75 $346,000.00 99.4% 

Gym Rental $4,685.00 $5,000.00 93.7% 

Hope Foundation $50,000.00 $50,000.00 100.0% 

Special Ed Society $15,582.80 $15,583.00 100.0% 

Tuition $833,922.72 $841,960.00 99.0% 

Z - Bus Fees $21,426.35 $19,950.00 107.4% 

Total Income $1,316,677.73 $1,324,493.00 99.4% 

Expenses    

Accounting Fees $6,800.00 $7,000.00 97.1% 

Band Expenses $3,000.00 $3,000.00 100.0% 

Building and Grounds - Y/E $50,000.00 $50,000.00 100.0% 

Class Trip Fund $3,000.00 $3,000.00 100.0% 

Educational Supplies and Books $35,000.00 $35,000.00 100.0% 

Federation Dues $4,187.67 $5,136.00 81.5% 

Insurance, General $17,626.25 $17,436.00 101.1% 

Insurance, Group $84,706.69 $103,200.00 82.1% 

Insurance, HRA - Y/E $4,000.00 $4,000.00 100.0% 

Insurance, Workers Comp $2,665.87 $2,478.00 107.6% 

Janitors Supplies $3,749.18 $4,500.00 83.3% 

Library Fund $2,000.00 $2,000.00 100.0% 

Long Range Building Fund Trans $20,000.04 $20,000.00 100.0% 

Miscellaneous Expense $2,628.73 $2,500.00 105.1% 

Office Equipment - Y/E $1,500.00 $1,500.00 100.0% 

Office Software/Fees $1,874.08 $1,600.00 117.1% 

Payroll - Band / Choir $25,166.48 $25,400.00 99.1% 

Payroll - Building Maintenance $1,498.48 $2,500.00 59.9% 

Payroll - Discovery Room $92,166.24 $94,924.00 97.1% 

Payroll - Janitor $36,000.00 $36,000.00 100.0% 

Payroll - Lawn Maintenance $3,862.71 $5,000.00 77.3% 

Payroll - Librarian $5,602.50 $5,250.00 106.7% 

Payroll - Office $39,921.00 $39,900.00 100.1% 

Payroll - Substitute Teachers $1,515.00 $2,000.00 75.8% 

Payroll - Teachers $622,811.53 $611,664.00 101.8% 

Payroll - Teachers Aids $18,200.50 $23,328.00 78.0% 

Payroll - Technology Maintenance $90.00 $3,000.00 3.0% 

Payroll Taxes $60,483.01 $65,214.00 92.7% 

Phys Ed Uniforms $866.88 $1,000.00 86.7% 

Repairs and Maintenance $4,813.84 $10,000.00 48.1% 

Retirement Plan $23,844.06 $20,050.00 118.9% 

Snow Removal $3,616.00 $3,500.00 103.3% 
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Teacher Classroom $1,700.00 $1,700.00 100.0% 

Teacher Development - Y/E $2,000.00 $2,000.00 100.0% 

Technology Supplies $5,012.17 $5,000.00 100.2% 

Utilities, Electric $20,066.87 $23,000.00 87.2% 

Utilities, Gas $11,765.86 $12,000.00 98.0% 

Utilities, Internet & Phone $4,663.94 $4,400.00 106.0% 

Utilities, Trash $1,998.03 $2,000.00 99.9% 

Utilities, Water & Sewer $1,348.34 $1,400.00 96.3% 

Z. Bus Expenses    

Bus Depreciation Fund Trans $20,000.04 $20,000.00 100.0% 

Bus Driver Cost Subsidy $1,250.00 $1,000.00 125.0% 

Bus Driver Payroll $26,022.50 $25,250.00 103.1% 

Bus Driver Payroll Taxes $1,626.64 $1,927.00 84.4% 

Bus Driver Workers Compensation $1,096.63 $1,000.00 109.7% 

Bus Insurance $3,286.73 $2,136.00 153.9% 

Bus Repair $16,691.84 $7,000.00 238.5% 

Gas and Oil $12,265.87 $13,500.00 90.9% 

Transportation Supervisor $3,000.00 $3,000.00 100.0% 

Total Z. Bus Expenses $85,240.25 $74,813.00 113.9% 

Total Expenses $1,316,992.20 $1,337,393.00 98.5% 

    

Net Ordinary Income -$314.47   

    

Other Income (Interest & Rent) $40,329.60   

Other Expenses (Bank Charges & Rent) $7,267.94   

Net Income $32,747.19   

 
 

EDUCATION COMMITTEE REPORT 
Steve Langerak, Chairman 

Kevin Huizinga, Brent Kregel, Scott Moelker 
 

Ready or not…yes, it’s hard to believe, but in just a couple of short weeks another school year 
will begin. Are we ready? Every year we receive a list from a teacher or the school secretary of the 
various items our children will need to be prepared for the first day of school. And we busy ourselves 
making sure they have everything on the list, along with some decent clothes to wear and some sturdy 
shoes on their feet. But what do we do to prepare ourselves spiritually for the new school year? A 
recent newsletter from an international Christian radio station caught my attention with the following 
ready for school checklist: 

BE STRONG – Ephesians 6:10 GIVE THANKS – I Thessalonians 5:18 
WORK HARD – Colossians 3:23 BE KIND – Luke 6:31 
FEAR NOT – Isaiah 41:10  DO GOOD – Galatians 6:10 
TRUST GOD – Proverbs 3:5  BE LIGHT – Mathew 5:16 
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This is not the type of checklist that we can check off one by one as we do them, but these 
are attributes that we, as God’s children, must always display. Colossians 3:23 says, “And whatsoever 
ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men.” We work hard, not to achieve our own 
personal goals, but to thank God for His Son, and the life of the Spirit that Jesus earned for us. 

May our prayer be, as this school year begins that we as parents, teachers, students, and 
board members are all strengthened by God’s Word and Spirit to bear these good fruits.  

All the current teachers are returning for this coming year, which makes the work of the 
Education Committee a lot easier, and we are thankful that God provides for us in this need. 

Due to the busyness of his band schedule, Matt Elzinga asked to be relieved of his choir duties 
at Hope School. We began advertising for a choir director this spring and are pleased to announce 
that Tamara Kalsbeek has agreed to direct the choirs for this school year. We thank God that He 
answered this need and pray that He blesses Tamara as she instructs the children to use their voices 
in praise to Him. 

We thank the Technology Committee for all the work they did this summer in maintaining and 
upgrading some of the staff and teachers’ tech devices. 

 
TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE REPORT 

Kevin Koole, Chairman 
Kevin Huizinga, Jamie Langerak 

 
The goal of the transportation committee is to offer safe and affordable transportation to the 

children to and from school. This year, we have run into the obstacle of not having an afternoon 
driver for one of the routes. To begin the year, the Coopersville route will not run in the afternoon, 
and parents will be required to pick their children up from school. It is still our desire to get the 
afternoon route up and running. If there is anyone available to drive for a portion of the year or even 
a day or two a week, please reach out to Kevin Koole at 616-819-8933.  Any help in filling this role 
would be much appreciated. 

We ask that the parents of children riding the bus please go over the busing policies with your 
children. These policies are in place for the safety of the students and the drivers. The most important 
thing for the children to do is stay in their seats. The kids’ moving around can be a distraction to the 
driver and is very unsafe if there were ever to be an accident. Encourage the riders to be respectful 
to one another and to the drivers. Riding the bus is an opportunity to build friendships and let our 
light shine with one another. 

As far as drop off and pick up for the parents driving their children to and from school, we 
ask that you use the west parking lot by the church. Enter the parking lot through the west entrance 
on Ferndale and exit the parking lot through the south side on Riverbend. If you must use the east 
parking lot by the front of school, please use a parking spot so that you do not block the flow of 
other vehicles or the buses. 

Our drivers this year are Carol Boeve (Jenison-Grandville route) and Jen Kalsbeek 
(Coopersville morning route).  We thank them both for their willingness to help the school in this 
manner. They (along with the Coopersville families) would love to welcome another driver to the 
group! 

It is our prayer again this year that God grants safe travels to all who attend Hope School 
(students, staff, volunteers, and visitors).  All things are in His hands, and we thank Him for His daily 
care for us. 
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2025-2026 HOPE PRCS BUS ROUTES 
 

Marne/ Coopersville/ Standale 
Bus #17 
Driver AM - Jen Kalsbeek (616-350-5376) 
Driver PM - *TBD* 
7:02 Dave Rutgers 11830 24th Ave. Marne 49435 
Nate DeVries (PM ONLY) 11830 24th Ave. Marne 49435 
Dave Langerak (PM ONLY) 2050 Canterbury Lane Marne 49435 
7:06 Chad VanBaren 2560 Leonard St Marne 49435 
7:12 Kevin Koole 4997 Leonard St. Coopersville 49404 
7:20 Tim Kleyn 4263 Garfield St. Coopersville 49404 
7:29 Dave VanDenTop 16985 48th Ave. Coopersville 49404 
7:32 Tom VanDenTop 4234 E. Cleveland St. Coopersville 49404 
7:49 Seth Engelsma 1042 Kinney Ave. NW Grand Rapids 49534 
8:02 CCHS 
8:05 Hope 
 
Jenison/ Hudsonville/ Byron 
Bus #16 
Driver AM/PM - Carol Boeve (616-337-4030) 
CCHS > Heritage Shuttle (PM ONLY) 
7:07 Jordan Schipper 647 Evergreen St. Jenison 49428 
7:17 Dan Gritters 2311 Greendale Dr. Jenison 49428 
7:21 Matt DeBoer 7028 Rolling Hills Dr. Hudsonville 49426 
7:26 Matt Rutgers 3411 Sagecrest Dr. Hudsonville 49426 
7:39 Jason Kregel 7613 Caspian Dr. Hudsonville 49426 
7:47 Brent Kregel 6886 Kenowa Ave. Byron Center 49426 
8:02 CCHS 
8:05 Hope 
 
A FEW REMINDERS:  
It takes a couple of weeks for routes to settle in. Please expect changes. 
 
Please review the bus rider policy in the school directory with special attention toward rules B 
through E. These rules are for the safety of the riders as well as the drivers. These rules pertain to 
proper bus boarding, behavior and conduct while riding the bus, and safe departure of the school 
bus. 
 
If you have any questions regarding the schedules, please contact the Transportation Supervisor, 
Jen Kalsbeek at transportation@hopeprcshool.org. 
 
 
 
 

mailto:transportation@hopeprcshool.org
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GOD IS IN CONTROL 

Mrs. Deb Hoeksema, Kindergarten 
 
 Our family just returned from our annual camping trip near the Mackinac Bridge. For two 
weeks, we spent almost all our time enjoying the beauty of the area, especially on the water, fishing 
and boating. This year, I was struck by the demonstration of God’s power in the weather that we 
experienced. One morning as we set out on the boat, we were amazed at how flat Lake Michigan 
was, resembling a glass mirror. It was interesting watching the surface of the water change while the 
different currents interacted with each other. On our return trip, the winds had begun to blow. Waves 
had developed, often breaking over the bow of the boat. Fortunately, the water was relatively warm 
because I “enjoyed” much of the spray on the way back to camp. The next morning, the winds had 
changed direction again, and there were rolling whitecaps all the way up to the beach in the 
swimming area. We spent that day on shore, listening to the waves crash onto the sand. On another 
venture out, we were enjoying a beautiful blue sky with very few clouds. As we turned to go past the 
point, we encountered a thick bank of fog. For several minutes we were not able to make out the 
edge of the closest shore. Soon enough, we were out of the fog and into the sunshine and blue sky 
again.  On another fishing trip, we experienced blue sky while giant thunderheads developed over 
the Upper Peninsula.  Many times, the residents of the UP had rain, while we barely received any 
during the two weeks, even though we were less than 5 miles apart! It brings to my mind Psalm 148:8 
where the psalmist speaks of how God uses nature to receive glory: “fire and hail, snow, and vapour; 
stormy wind fulfilling his word.” 

It wasn’t just on the water that we saw His power displayed. Several times, we were unable to 
even see the Upper Peninsula due to clouds or fog (while another night we were able to watch a 
fireworks display). Evenings brought us gorgeous displays of color as the sun set, and the nights 
brought out brightly shining stars. We could even make out the bands of the Milky Way one night. 
On another morning, we saw the sun rise and it was a glorious orange color due to all the Canadian 
wildfire smoke that was in the atmosphere. Again, Psalm 148 speaks of God’s praise in verse 3 when 
it states, “Praise ye him, sun and moon: praise him, all ye stars of light.” 

As I reflect on the care that God has for His creation, I realize that He displays even more 
consideration for all of His people. Matthew 6:26 – “Behold the fowls of the air: for they sow not, 
neither do they reap, nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feedeth them. Are ye not much 
better than they?” As we begin another term, I know that God is in control of all the learning and 
events that will take place during this school year. I am confident that He will take the labors of a 
weak and sinful woman and use them to instruct and encourage His little ones as they begin their 
educational career. It is my prayer that this is all done to His honor and glory! 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

STAFF CONTRIBUTIONS 
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LESSONS FROM THE CLASSROOM 
Mrs. Susann Grasman, 1st Grade 

 
 Life in the classroom often involves the unexpected, from the lighthearted to downright 
humorous. From day to day, one never knows what situations may arise from student interactions 
and the challenges of classroom management. Truly, in a classroom environment, no two days are 
alike, with every day bringing something new and unexpected. The following are some takeaways 
from the classroom that serve to highlight the joys and humor found in everyday school life and help 
us to embrace the unexpected and find joy in our everyday interactions with our students. 

1. The Unpredictable Nature of Kids: 
Students can provide endless sources of comedic relief, from unexpected answers to silly 
antics. Sometimes the choice is to either laugh or cry – and laughter in recommended. After 
all, it is the best medicine and stands to help keep students focused and engaged and more 
likely to retain material. Laughter fosters a relaxed and positive atmosphere while encouraging 
student creativity and collaboration. 

2. Never Be Afraid to Make and/or Admit Mistakes: 
Teachers and students alike need to remember that it is okay to make mistakes. Failure often 
makes one stronger and making mistakes opens one up to more learning opportunities. After 
all, we learn substantially more from failure then success. Sometimes it is best to laugh and 
move on, and the mistake is remembered no more. 

3. The Art of Improvisation is Crucial:  
Lesson plans don't always go as expected due to technology failures, unexpected questions, 
or activities that fall flat. Teachers learn to adapt and connect with students in dynamic and 
authentic ways. True teaching moments are often the best moments that are remembered for 
years to come. 

4. Hard work pays off: 
Success often requires dedication and effort from both teacher and students alike, who both 
need to work hard to achieve the classroom goals. Keep on keeping on. 

5. Treating Others with Respect as Children of God: 
Classroom environments foster social interaction while teaching students the importance of 
empathy, understanding and treating others as they would like to be treated. This lesson is, of 
course, the Golden Rule, the principle found in Luke 6:31 that should be the foundation and 
guide in all Christian classrooms: “And as ye would that men should do to you, do ye also to 
them likewise.” Let us all, in this coming school year, learn that lesson most of all and strive 
to live in accordance with the Golden Rule of the law and prophets. 
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HAVING THE MIND OF CHRIST 
Mrs. Julie Schwarz, 2nd Grade 

 
Ah, summer! After a long winter and often rainy spring, most of us are ready for 

summer.  Summer brings a certain mindset. For me, summer is a time to relax and spend time 
focusing on my family.  Maybe some of you look forward to a summer job, having no homework, 
going on vacation, staying up late, sleeping in, reading a good book, swimming, doing yard work, 
or just being able to spend more time outdoors. Summer is a time with a little less structure and 
pressure. But, how quickly summer flies and our minds have to reset to think about the start of school. 
Since the beginning of July, stores are already displaying paper, pencils, notebooks, folders, and all 
the other school supplies one may need. Seeing this may cause anxiety for some of us. We are not 
ready for all the busyness to start again. Some of us might be excited, as we are getting bored and 
are ready for something to do. Others might just be feeling resigned to the fact that there is nothing 
we can do about it — it's just that time again.  Whatever our feelings are about school, it is almost 
here once again, and it is important that we start the year with the right mindset. Most importantly, 
we must have the right spiritual mindset. 

The Bible tells us to have the mind of Christ. In Philippians 2:5 we read, “Let this mind be in 
you, which was also in Christ Jesus.” Then in verse 8 we read, “And being found in fashion as a man, 
he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.” Jesus was 
humble and obedient. We see from Scripture that throughout Jesus' whole life on earth He suffered. 
He was mocked, tempted, and ridiculed. He was questioned, threatened, and finally put to death on 
the cross. Christ was willing to endure this all because it was God’s will for Him and he was always 
perfectly obedient to His Father’s will. Christ was humble. His very birth was humble. He was humble 
when He, the Lord of all, patiently bore all the affliction and then died on the cross for us, undeserving 
sinners.  

How do we have this mind of Christ as we begin a new school year? First, parents must have 
this mind of Christ. As parents we obey God’s command to train up our children in the fear of the 
Lord. We do this by sending them to our Christian school and placing them in the care of God-
fearing teachers. We do this even though it means sacrifice of time and money we might want to use 
for other things. We humbly trust that they will be taught in love and will learn all things in the light 
of Scripture. As parents we also have the calling to make sure our children do their schoolwork to 
the best of their ability and that they obey and respect those in authority over them.   

Second, students must have the mind of Christ. They obey God when they come to school 
with a good attitude knowing that God has called them to work hard and do their best. They have a 
humble spirit when they put others first and not seek to be the center of attention. They value their 
classmates and seek their good. They respect and obey their teachers and they strive always to walk 
in godliness.  

Finally, teachers must have this mind of Christ. Teachers must be humble servants.  We have 
a great responsibility to help parents fulfill their calling in training God’s covenant children. We know 
that at times the year will seem long. It may be frustrating and we will tire, yet we are called to instruct 
each child to the best of our ability. We must labor to instruct them about God’s wonderful works 
revealed in His creation and His Word. We must discipline them in love and in accordance with 
God's Word. We must love them and desire their well-being. To have this mind of Christ is not easy. 
It goes against our human nature. It is something that we pray for every day. By the grace of God, 
we can begin this new year with the right mindset. 
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COMMUNITY 
Miss Gayle Lotterman, 3rd Grade 

 
Community. Something I've taken for granted for most of my life. Teaching at the same school 

I attended as a child and having only ever attended one church for my whole life means that I've 
been privileged to be part of two Hope communities for a very long time, but I hadn’t fully realized 
that privilege until recent years. To grow from child to teen to adult in those communities has been a 
unique experience. It still sometimes surprises me when out of my mouth comes "Ron" instead of "Mr. 
Koole"! But learning how to call those who've taught me by their first names is only a small part of 
growing up, I suppose.  

I was able to enjoy a greater sense of community attending the 100th Anniversary celebration 
of the PRCA at Calvin University this summer, and it became so clear the blessing we have in 
communing with fellow saints! To see old friends, to meet new ones, and to know we are all united 
in faith is an experience I will never forget. I'm so thankful to God for His preservation of our churches 
as we seek to teach, live, and defend His grace. This celebration helped me appreciate our 
denomination even more, and see the beauty (grace) evident in God’s building and strengthening of 
so many communities of which I am part. 

Communities have been made even more precious to me because it is one of the first topics 
I cover in social studies in third grade. It is exciting to be able to teach about something that so clearly 
connects to our lives as Christians. Our study begins with an examination of the word community 
itself. We try to break it apart into as many recognizable words as we can. Students are always quick 
to see that the word community includes the word "unity." An astute student might separate out the 
word "unit" and students who've learned a few Spanish numbers might even connect it to "uno." 
Sometimes I cover up the last 3 letters, and though it's spelled differently, students might see the word 
"common" (In fact, the word community comes from the Latin communis, meaning common). We 
also add an "e" and come up with "commune." To be unified is to be of the same (one/uno) mind. 
To have things in common is to share interests, beliefs, belongings, or more. And to commune is to 
share thoughts or fellowship. 

All of these ideas help form our definition of what a community is. We discuss how 
communities live and/or work together and often have common beliefs, interests, or goals. We learn 
the difference between urban, suburban, and rural communities, but we also talk about how a 
community isn't always formed by location. Sometimes communities are formed by one's job, one's 
hobbies, one's values, and more, so they can be formal or informal, in person or through social 
networks. Students learn to identify what communities they are a part of and we examine all sorts of 
communities, big or small. We talk about our classroom as being a community, our school, our 
church, our denomination, and even broader such as the city, state, and country in which we live. 
Not only that, we exist as part of a Christian community, a universal Church that includes people 
we've never even met!  

After this I might redirect students back to the word community again. I ask if anyone can think 
of any spiritual terms (besides unity) that might connect to this word and our study of it. It does not 
take students long from there to come up with "Trinity" or "Triune." Our God is three in one! He is 
perfectly unified, perfectly of the same mind, perfectly fellowshipping, perfectly working His plan! He 
is the perfect example of how a community should work.  

This opens the way for many more discussions, connections, and questions. If a community is 
to be unified, how can we work together to have better unity? What are some things that hinder us 
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from living or working in harmony? In what ways can we grow as a community? How can we serve 
God through our community? What are our obligations as members of secular communities? How 
can we be a witness to others as part of Christian communities? What are the benefits of belonging 
to a Christian community? What does the Bible say about communities? We look at Psalm 133 and 
Ephesians 4, and though we do not have perfect answers to all of these questions, we do have some 
wonderful discussions that prompt thinking in students which carries through the whole school year. 
I often point students back to this discussion as we progress through third grade, reminding them 
they are part of our classroom community, and asking them to think about what that means for their 
behavior, participation, and work ethic.  

Now as I think of the communities in which I belong, I’m pondering these same questions. As 
we begin a new school year, how can the staff work together (and with a new administrator) to have 
better unity? How can our school community — the parents, the teachers, the students, the school 
board — serve God, grow, witness, benefit from and support one another? What might hinder our 
unity this year? What instruction can we receive from God as we strive to be good members of this 
Hope School community? Here is where I point to a passage previously mentioned: Ephesians 4. The 
chapter begins, “I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk worthy of the vocation 
wherewith ye are called, With all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one another 
in love; Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace…” and continues with a 
beautiful exhortation from the apostle Paul. I will take time to study this chapter before the school 
year begins, and pray that this year can be another in which we “dwell together in unity” (Psalm 
133:1)! 

 
A TYPICAL SUMMER 

Mr. Dan Hanko, 4th Grade 
 

With the exception of the 100-year anniversary and a son’s wedding in June, this summer has 
been quite similar to past summers. The majority of my weekdays were spent with a paint brush or 
roller in my hand.  In spite of the warm temperatures, I enjoyed the work.  I appreciated the air 
conditioning for several weeks of inside work. Working alone in silence is a sharp contrast with my 
classroom work with high energy fourth graders. The night times usually included more reading time 
than I can allow during the school year. The absence of marking papers and class preparation was 
relaxing and refreshing. 

For several hours in early June, I took an online science class to use for my teaching 
recertification. This was the last step in applying for a renewal of my teaching certificate for another 
five years. Six credit hours are required every five years for a teaching license renewal. Once the state 
has the proper transcripts, paperwork, and license fee, the state of Michigan issues a license that can 
be obtained online. The license should now be safely filed at Hope School. 

One highlight of the summer was a week of camping and hiking. This year my family packed 
the trailer and a tent and headed to Minnesota and the shores of Lake Superior. After an enjoyable 
weekend stop in Randolph, we drove seven hours north to Tettegouche State Park, one hour north 
of Duluth, Minnesota. Expecting rain during our stay, we promptly put up tarps in strategic locations.  
Our work was not in vain for a thunderstorm rolled through the campground on Wednesday. We 
stayed relatively dry and kept busy with activities other than hiking. Heavy rains in the area resulted 
in a swollen river and amazing waterfalls. The stunning beauty of the coastline (similar to Pictured 
Rocks), the power of the water cascading over the falls, and the storm accompanied by lightning and 
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thunder reminded me of God’s great glory and power and His care for the creation. “All the rivers 
run into the sea; yet the sea is not full; unto the place from whence the rivers come, thither they return 
again.” Ecclesiastes 1:7 

With an uneventful trip home from Minnesota, I am now looking forward to the start of a new 
school year. I am thankful for Hope School and the work of Godly teachers who teach my children. 
I am grateful for faithful parents and supporters of Hope School, the new administrator, and those 
serving on the Board and various committees. Above all, I give thanks to God for his covenant 
faithfulness and the work that He has given me to do at Hope School. Pray for God’s blessing as we 
begin, the Lord willing, a new school year in a few weeks. 
 

 
AN ACCEPTABLE SACRIFICE 

Miss Melanie Hanko, 5th Grade 
 

90 days: the length from May 27, last year’s graduation, to August 25, the first day of school. 
90 days of summer. 90 days come and gone. How did you spend your summer? Were your days as 
busy as mine? Perhaps you went on a lengthy vacation with your family. Perhaps you spent time 
corralling kids and keeping them from a TV. Perhaps you enjoyed the hot days by a pool, or perhaps 
the heat of the day simply felt more like the fiery trial that God was leading you through. We could 
talk about vacations, memories, or events, and much more. We likely will speak of these things as 
we greet each other in the hallways and parking lot, but for the moment let’s think of serving God.  

90 days is about 25% of a calendar year. That’s one-fourth of a full year filled with…what? I 
look back at my own summer and I remember the many different activities, memories, and people I 
spent it with. I can think of happy times and hard times. I had the opportunity to go on a few vacations 
this summer, which mostly involved tents, hiking, singing around campfires, and some really great 
group devotions. However, I can’t help but think about how I spent a lot of time serving myself. I see 
how sin crept into my own life. Even the times I did serve others in my life, it wasn’t always done for 
God’s glory. If we are all honest with ourselves, we will admit to the same. So often, the good that 
we would, well we just don’t do it! (We were pretty tired after all, and do you remember how high 
the humidity was?!) We can make up plenty of excuses, but in the end we agree with Paul, saying, 
“For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing: for to will is present with me; but 
how to perform that which is good I find not” (Rom. 7:18). Without God, we do no good, but God 
has given us a new life. So let’s live like it! Let’s be intentional about putting others first. Let’s hear 
God’s calling to us in Romans 12, “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that 
ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable 
service.” The days will be full and perhaps sometimes exhausting, but let us do all things as a sacrifice 
to our Father and LORD.  
Let’s encourage each other in our service and work. I know that I’ll need the encouragement! We’ll 
need to be diligent the whole school year long, and if the summer takes up about one-fourth of the 
year, that leaves three-fourths of the year for school. Since we’re reviewing fractions already, we’re 
off to a pretty good start! However, while fractions might be a big deal in 5th grade, we all have a 

much bigger calling. We are not involved in this school in order to serve our own needs or our 
children’s needs. We aren’t simply giving our children what they need for their earthly lives. 

Fundamentally, we must serve God in the whole of our lives – it’s only reasonable! Students need 
to learn how to reveal the glory of God in their whole lives. Mothers are needed for School Circle, 
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fathers for School Board, volunteers for field trips and hot lunches, parents and siblings are needed 
for homework, and teachers are needed for teaching. So, how will you serve God and your 
neighbor in the coming 280 days? May God give us the strength and grace we will need. 

 

 
PRAISING HIS NAME WITH SINGING 

Mrs. Faith Kalsbeek, 6th Grade 
 

In our Protestant Reformed schools, students likely take some classes that they enjoy and some 
that they do not, as God has given unto individuals unique talents and interests. Still, studying the 
intricacies, diversities, and vastness of the world our God created is good for the youth to better 
understand Him and His power. Each subject is valuable in its own way. One subject that was at risk 
for this school year was choir. It is often in light of losing, or nearly losing, something that God moves 
our hearts to be thankful for the gift that it is. Although I do not teach choir, I am grateful that the 
students at Hope get to learn more about God’s glory and beauty in music while they praise His 
name in song. 

One reason that I feel the significance of having choir and the beauty of God-glorifying music 
taught at school is that I have the opportunity to sing with my students as a part of morning devotions. 
It is in the classroom where I sometimes see the shortfalls in the way that we – myself included – often 
behave towards worshipping God in singing. We can be easily distracted by our surroundings or 
busy schedules. Or, there are concerns that might pop into our minds… Am I singing off-key? Do I 
look silly having my mouth open so wide? What if my voice cracks? Sometimes, even those who are 
blessed with musical ability do not use their talents, perhaps for fear of standing out. Notice, however, 
that with our concerns or distractions, we are removing our focus from God. 

Our schools are important places where children can be encouraged to remember the goal 
of singing: our Father’s glory. We see the command to praise God in song in Psalm 96:1-2, “O sing 
unto the Lord a new song: sing unto the Lord, all the earth. Sing unto the Lord, bless His name; shew 
forth His salvation from day to day.” A few of the reasons we ought to praise Him are provided later 
in the Psalm. Verses 4-6 read, “For the Lord is great, and greatly to be praised: he is to be feared 
above all gods. For all the gods of the nations are idols: but the Lord made the heavens. Honour 
and majesty are before Him: strength and beauty are in His sanctuary.” How appropriate it is to sing 
praise to the Lord as a part of our school day, where we learn about His honor, majesty, strength, 
and beauty through studying the works of His hands. 

Singing is a gift that ought to be used as a tool to worship God. Musically talented or not, 
may we be a people who love to bring songs before the Lord. May we be able to say the words of 
Psalm 95:1–7a: 

O come, let us sing unto the Lord: let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our 
salvation. Let us come before His presence with thanksgiving, and make a joyful noise 
unto Him with psalms. For the Lord is a great God, and a great King above all gods. 
In His hand are the deep places of the earth: the strength of the hills is His also. The 
sea is His, and He made it: and His hands formed the dry land. O come, let us worship 
and bow down: let us kneel before the Lord our maker. For He is our God; and we 
are the people of His pasture, and the sheep of His hand. 

He is our God! We are His people! This coming school year, let our homes, churches, and schools 
be filled with songs of worship and thanks for this wonder. 
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MAY THE GLORY OF GOD'S WORKS BE UPON MY LIPS CONTINUALLY 
Miss Suzanna Smit, 7th Grade Homeroom 

 
Ps. 19:14, “Let the words of my mouth, and the meditation of my heart, be acceptable in thy 

sight, O LORD, my strength, and my redeemer,” has been a favorite verse of mine for a while, for it 
has both a reminder of who I am called to be as well as the hope and comfort of who I am to depend 
upon. At heart, it is a verse glorying in the greatness of our God and what He has done. As I spent 
time in the Lord’s masterpiece of creation this past summer, I was reminded to praise Him more 
specifically for individual things that He has done.  

In prayer or in speaking of God and His glory, we may feel repetitive if we continue to speak 
in general terms. The words may start to feel trite, and we may stop speaking them from the heart 
and start reciting them as a habit. However, when you start listening, pondering, and paying attention, 
it becomes much easier to speak from the heart again. Now, I realize that just as easy as it is to speak 
these words, it is just as hard to put them into practice and make them a part of our daily lives. 

I have been helped by spending more time admiring the creation. When we are indoors, we 
are often surrounded by man-made items, tempted to be distracted by human inventions and luxuries 
created for efficiency, comfort, and entertainment; that is, the service of self. Unconsciously, our lives 
can become so very man-centered. However, when I spend time in creation, I am often left in awe 
of all the beautiful things that may not have been ‘necessary,’ or at least weren't created to serve 
man, which jerks me out of thinking about the next to-do on the list and reminds me that God is 
great, and that He is God.  

Are colorful streaks that cover half the sky and halos of fiery clouds necessary for the sun to 
continue moving across the sky? Are the calming sounds of the gentle gurgling of a small brook or 
the constant crashing of waves against a rocky beach necessary for water to move from place to 
place? No, but imagine a harsher sound taking its place. It would be an entirely different experience! 
What about the smell of a forest right after a rain or the taste of food cooked directly over a campfire?  

Spending time outside should not just be used to find peace. It should also serve as a reminder 
of our creator God. Lately, I have found that scripture passages or phrases from hymns come to mind 
as I view these glories. “The spacious heav’ns declare, the glory of our God.” “O Lord my God, 
when I in awesome wonder, consider all the worlds thy hands have made… Then sings my soul, my 
Savior God, to thee.” These are two of many heartfelt quotations that could be made while 
considering the world around us. A benefit of enjoying such time with friends is that they have been 
able to share with me the verses that spring forth from their soul at these times, becoming a good 
reminder to spend more time in Scripture to be able to capture these moments in a God-glorifying 
manner, or to be able to use the words of others when our own words may fail. This is an 
encouragement to take a break from capturing photos for Instagram and to use these moments of 
peace to speak words of praise directly to God. 

Then, take it as an encouragement to take this practice and also bring it into our everyday 
lives. There are scripture passages and Psalms for every event in life. You can sing, “Then sings my 
soul, my Savior God, to thee,” just as easily at a sunset as at a baptism or confession of faith. “The 
LORD gave, and the LORD hath taken away; blessed be the name of the LORD,” can help bring 
perspective to many different situations in life (Job 1:21).  

The cool puffs of a breeze are so much more wonderful on a warm day than walking into an 
air-conditioned building, especially watching the sun go down as you sit on a warm rock on the side 
of a lake. God has given us both the gift of divine and general revelation. Both can remind us how 
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great our God is. Let us be reminded to look up spiritually, even as we lift our heads to look at the 
world around us. 

 
 

SPHEREx 
Mr. Nate DeVries, 8th Grade Homeroom 

 
In March of this year, NASA launched its newest space telescope, named SPHEREx, into a 

near-Earth orbit. With this new telescope, scientists are again using modern technology to attempt to 
answer questions surrounding the beginning of the universe. Differing in many ways from the more 
famous Hubble and James Webb space telescopes, SPHEREx has a similar, although unstated, 
mission: to prove that evolution is indeed correct and that the Bible is false. By adding this new tool 
to space, scientists hope to find some evidence that life could exist on another planet and to 
corroborate the supposed current proof of the Big Bang theory. This is very clear from NASA’s stated 
mission goals: 1. Investigate the “rapid” inflation of the cosmos resulting from the Big Bang; 2. 
Observe light from near and far galaxies in order to see how galaxies formed and how old they are; 
3. Find elements that are the building blocks of life on other planets and in other galaxies; and 4. 
Map the entire sky using infrared light detection.1 According to James Bock, the chief scientist of the 
mission, “We won’t see the Big Bang. But we’ll see the aftermath from it and learn about the 
beginning of the universe that way.”2 Because of the different detection systems used on SPHEREx, a 
previously unseen view of the universe should be streaming back to Earth throughout the next two 
years, the estimated time length of the mission. Also, based on the cost of $488 million and the 
infrared detection systems, exciting new data should be expected along with heretofore unobserved 
cosmological phenomena. While the cost involved and the stated goals of NASA show the continued 
folly of wicked men, Christians should be excited about the data that will be collected by this new 
telescope. Certainly, no data will show that the Big Bang actually happened, and previously unseen 
deep-space phenomena will not disprove the Bible. As has happened with the James Webb 
telescope, what is observed is perfectly in harmony with what God tells us in the Bible. This will also 
be true of SPHEREx and all other missions scientists send into space. The truth of God endures to all 
eternity, and as the intricacy and grandeur of the creation is uncovered and observed, the folly of 
men who say in their heart, “there is no God,” will continue to be exposed and the truth of God 
continue to be confirmed.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1 https://www.nasa.gov/missions/spherex/6-things-to-know-about-spherex-nasas-newest-space-telescope/ 
2 https://apnews.com/article/nasa-space-telescope-spherex-9ee1c0aebd9ae961151b8783a3c8b612 
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MORE THAN JUST A BOARD GAME 
Mrs. Becca Lubbers, Discovery Center 

 
Board games are a great way to practice skills in a fun and engaging way. They are more 

than simply rolling the dice, moving a playing piece, or collecting cards. They are dynamic tools that 
engage the mind and foster cognitive development in children of all ages. Board games provide a 
well-rounded learning experience, developing critical thinking, strategizing, planning, social skills, 
and problem solving. Below, I highlight some areas of cognitive development that board games 
foster, along with some examples of games. 

Critical Thinking and Problem Solving: Some games require strategy, extensive planning, and 
replanning when faced with obstacles. Pieces are constantly moving, so the winning plan must be 
delicately shifted at a moment's notice. Games like Ticket to Ride, Sequence, Chess, Blokus, Connect 
Four, and Settlers of Catan are a few examples. 

Memory and Concentration: Board games require focus and extended periods of 
concentration. The players also must remember the specific rules, details, and their winning strategy 
to keep up with the game. 

Social Skills and Communication: Many board games involve negotiating trades with fellow 
players. Some require well-drafted questions and inquiries to get the upper hand. Although a game 
like Guess Who seems simple to adults, young children will initially struggle to ask questions that are 
both valid and helpful to their cause. A few other examples include Monopoly, which involves trading 
and conversation among players, and Battleship and Codenames, which require precise 
communication. 

Numeracy and Literacy Skills: There are many games (including card games) that readily 
come to mind that involve numbers and counting. Anything from rolling dice, to moving a given 
number of spaces, to putting numbered cards in order develops numeracy skills. Games like 
Scrabble, Bananagrams, Apples to Apples, and Quiddler bolster vocabulary and spelling as well. 

Executive Functioning: Skills, such as planning, organizing, decision making, and self-control, 
can be strengthened by playing board games. Decisions need to be made quickly and order must be 
maintained to stand a chance of winning. Prioritizing one move over another is necessary to keep 
any advantage. Jenga, Chutes and Ladders, and Sorry are some games that improve impulse control 
and flexible thinking. 

I strongly encourage parents to dust off those board games you have stored in the closet and 
spend time playing them with your children regularly. Beyond the cognitive development that can be 
fostered through board games, quality family bonding time is enjoyed while playing together. Just 
throw in a snack, and let the fun begin. 
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DO YOU HAVE 15 MINUTES? 
Mrs. Jill Reitsma, Discovery Center 

 
Too often we hear the saying, “I don’t have time for that.” This summer I was able to 

participate in a reading summit and listened to a few webinars (online events) pertaining to the brain 
and learning. 

The brain’s ability to process information with speed and accuracy is complex and depends 
on numerous factors, including the type of task, the individual’s prior knowledge and experience, 
and the brain’s overall health and function. 

However, 15 minutes of focused mental activity like reading, solving a puzzle, or learning a 
new word can provide a quick boost and improve focus. Short bursts of active recall, like trying to 
remember a list of items or key facts, can strengthen memory pathways. Even a short period of 
creative brainstorming or doodling can spark new ideas and improve creative problem-solving. 

Movement and exercise are also an important part of strengthening the brain. Take a 15-
minute walk or meditation. These activities improve blood flow to the brain and help with cognitive 
function. Use yoga and stretching to reduce stress and improve mental clarity. 

In the discovery room, we chunk our material into 15-minute sessions to give the brain that 
needed boost and repeat often throughout the week. We have seen some great progress with most 
of our students using this method of learning. The brain’s capacity and response to different activities 
varies from person to person. 

In conclusion, short bursts of mental activity, like those done in 15 minutes, can be a valuable 
tool for quick mental stimulation and stress reduction. However, significant and long-lasting 
improvements in brain function require consistent effort and a variety of stimulating activities. 

As the Bible doesn’t specifically use the word brain, but refers to the mind, it is absolutely 
amazing how our Creator made the human brain and all its intricate functions and responses. Let us 
not forget that we are made in His image. I Corinthians 2:16, “For who hath known the mind of the 
Lord, that he may instruct him? But we have the mind of Christ.”  

So use your 15 minutes (or more) to the best of your ability to strengthen your brain! 
 

  

 

Pick Ups and Drop Offs 
 

SLOW!  SLOW!  SLOW!  Drivers please exercise extreme caution when picking up or 
dropping off students.  Use either the SE parking lot (NOT the front of school area) or the 
church lot (SW).  Please enter through the Hope Church lot and exit out to Riverbend so 

that all traffic flows the same way.  Also leave a lane open on the north side of the 
parking lots for area walkers and bikers to arrive and depart safely.  (Cones will be 

placed out periodically to help.) Parents, make sure your CCHS drivers know the rules as 
well. Thanks for your cooperation! 
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SUPPLY LISTS 
 

 

 

**All 6th-8th grade students will 

be issued a free assignment book 

Kindergarten 

Backpack  Pillow (15’’ x 15’’ max) 

Folder w/ pockets  Gym shoes - velcro style 

Scissors   2-3 large glue sticks 

Crayons (24)  Eraser 

Pencil box/holder  Colored Pencils (optional) 

Journal Pictures 

*Please label all items 

*We provide “fat” Tri-Write pencils 

1st Grade   

KJV Bible (2nd semester) Scissors 

Pencil box  Folder (2 pocket) 

12 pencils  1 large eraser 

Gym shoes (labeled) Washable markers 

Colored Pencils  16-24 crayons 

2 glue sticks 

       

2nd Grade  

KJV Bible – large print if possible   

Pencil box  Gym shoes (labeled) 

12 Pencils (#2)  2 large erasers 

2 solid glue sticks 1 Spiral notebook  

16-24 crayons  Scissors  

Colored pencils  Old sock for whiteboards 

Washable markers (2) 2-pocket folders 

Pencil sharpener  Dry erase marker 

3rd Grade   

KJV Bible  12 pencils (#2) 

2 Glue sticks  2 large erasers 

Colored pencils  Scissors 

Washable Markers Gym shoes 

Crayons (optional) Paint Shirt (labeled) 

Pencil box   

(2) 2-pocket folders  

2 red pens   

1 spiral notebook 

3 (100 ct) packages sticky notes 

Old sock for whiteboards 

 

4th Grade  

KJV Bible Scissors 

Pencils/Erasers Notebook paper 

2 red pens 3-ring binder 

Colored pencils Binder dividers with 5 tabs 

Glue stick or Elmer’s glue  Gym shoes (labeled) 

  

   

     

    

5th Grade 

KJV Bible  Pencils/Eraser 

Colored pencils  Scissors 

Pencil sharpener  Notebook paper 

3-ring binder  Gym Shoes 

2 red pens  Highlighter x 2 

Ruler   Black felt tip pen 

Fine tip dry erase marker x 2 

Glue stick or rubber cement 

Binder dividers with 5 tabs 

6th Grade 

KJV Bible  Wite out 

Psalter   3 ring binder w/ 8 folders 

Notebook paper  Scissors 

Gym shoes (labeled) Colored pencils 

Eraser   Ruler 

Pens   Black felt tip pen x 2 

Highlighter x 2  Dry erase marker x 4 

5 subject notebook Old sock for whiteboards 

Half-circle protractor (3.75 inch)  

Pencils 

 

7th  &  8th Grades 

KJV Bible w/ references, concordance, and maps 

Blue/black pens 

Black felt tip pen 

Several red pens 

Colored pencils – not erasable, Crayola brand preferred 

Highlighter 

Dry erase markers 

Pencils 

Eraser 

Scissors 

Something in which to carry above items 

Notebook paper 

Binder w/ folders 

5 subject notebook 

Ruler 

Protractor & compass 

Scientific calculator - TI-30XIIS (available at school 

for $14) 

Gym clothes – labeled  

Gym Shoes 

Single subject notebook (8th only) 

PARENTS: 

Please mark your child’s items with his/her 

name, especially clothing items. 


