
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
  

~ Thanksgiving Issue ~ 
2025 

O come, let us sing unto the LORD: let us make a joyful 

noise to the rock of our salvation. – Psalm 95:1 



 
WORKING TOGETHER AS ONE 

Mr. Dan Kuiper, Administrator 
 

The theme of this year’s Protestant Reformed Teachers’ Convention was Dwelling 
Together in Unity, taken from Ephesians 4:1-3. In his keynote address, Prof. Griess reminded 
teachers that unity is not something we create, but something God Himself works by His Spirit. 
In Christ, we are joined together into one body, and by that same Spirit we are called to live 
out this unity day by day. Prof. Griess spoke of two dangers that threaten this unity. The first is 
an overemphasis on the institution as a whole, where maintaining peace or the reputation of 
the institution comes at the expense of caring for individual members. The second, and the 
focus of this article, is the danger of individualism. This is a mindset that prioritizes the 
preferences, goals, and desires of the individual (or, individual family). It’s a danger to the 
school because it puts the individual first and disregards how much we need each other. 

Our Christian schools rest on the covenant truth that God unites us to Himself and to 
one another. As one body, we must depend on each other and help one another. An article 
from Ligonier Ministries captures the significance of this idea well when it says, “Christians are 
bound to one another and must think of themselves as part of a community… We are therefore 
to take our covenant brothers and sisters into account in all aspects of our Christian living. The 
covenant community is no place for rugged individualists. We must constantly be asking, ‘How 
will this affect other believers?’”1 That covenant way of thinking is needed in the life of the 
Christian school. Parents may rightly seek the good of their own children, yet love for the 
covenant must also cause them to care for all the children in the school. Teachers ought to 
give themselves to nurturing the intellectual and spiritual gifts of each student so those gifts may 
serve the whole body. Students must be called to learn not merely for personal growth, but out 
of gratitude to God and in service to others. The beauty of such thinking in the school is that it 
strengthens both the school and its individual members and families. This perspective 
encourages sharing our gifts, receiving help when needed, and growing together in wisdom 
and faith. Parents, teachers, and students all flourish when their work is guided by love for one 
another and a commitment to the whole, rather than by a narrow focus on personal 
development. 

Yet this covenant perspective can be easy to lose sight of in a world that focuses so 
much on personal goals and self-fulfillment. The spirit of individualism that dominates the 
thinking of the world can subtly influence how we view Christian education. Prof. Griess warned 
that when this happens, parents may begin to view the school in transactional terms, or simply 
as something they pay for to receive a service. Teachers may start to see their classrooms as 
their own personal domains, and students may treat learning as a means to gain recognition 
or achieve their own goals. In such a case, the school stops being a covenant community and 
becomes a group of individuals each looking out for themselves instead of the good of the 
whole. The result is a tug-of-war of priorities and goals, with people pulling in different 
directions rather than working together toward a common goal. Such division weakens the 
school, stunts the growth of individual members, and hinders the purpose of Christian 

 
1  https://learn.ligonier.org/articles/covenant-community 
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education, which is to train and nurture children in the knowledge of God and in love for one 
another for His glory. 

Prof. Griess noted that preserving unity in the school and resisting both individualism and 
an overemphasis on the institution, requires humility, patience, and genuine love. We must avoid 
thinking too highly of our own opinions or preferences and learn to deal patiently with one 
another when differences arise. Sometimes this means submitting to the decisions of the majority. 
At other times it means humbly seeking clarification or raising concerns through the proper 
means. In every case, our interactions must be marked by true Christian love. My prayer is that 
God would continue to give this mindset to the families and supporters of Hope School - a deep 
love for one another, for our students, and for the purpose of Christian education. May He help 
us think covenantally, seeking ways to benefit and serve the school and to work together for the 
instruction of our children. And may the God who alone works true unity by His Spirit guide us 
so that His name is glorified in our school and in the lives of all its members, strengthening Hope 
School and, through it, our families. 

 
 
 
 

EDUCATION COMMITTEE REPORT 
Steve Langerak, Chairman 

Kevin Huizinga, Brent Kregel, Scott Moelker 
 

The 79th year of covenantal instruction is well underway, and we thank God for his 
faithfulness to his promises to us. The opening chapter of II Peter speaks of these promises in 
verse 4, calling them “exceedingly great and precious”. This chapter calls us in verse 5, to give 
diligence to add to our faith, virtue, knowledge, temperance, patience, godliness, brotherly 
kindness, and charity. And in verse 10 we are also called to “give diligence to make your calling 
and election sure.” Diligence means to exert steady, earnest effort, reflecting both a strong work 
ethic and a wholehearted spiritual commitment, that according to Google. We see this 
diligence come to life in all the individuals that labor at keeping our school operating smoothly. 
From the administrator, the secretary, the teachers and discovery staff, the music instructors, 
the school circle, the bus drivers and janitors, to all the volunteers, we see diligence displayed 
and give God thanks and praise for it. 

Jehovah’s Sure Promises was the theme for this fall’s All School Program and we thank 
the teachers and students for all the work that they put into this, as well as Tamara Kalsbeek 
for her work with the choir and directing the all-school numbers. It was a great night of praise 
to our God.  

The Education Committee meets monthly and receives reports from various sub 
committees, but the majority of our time is spent going over the principal’s reports. We are 
pleased with the work that Mr. Dan Kuiper is doing, both in his leadership abilities, and in how 
he encourages and challenges the staff members in their own personal academic growth and 
to expand and develop their teaching methods. The committee is looking forward to the annual 
teacher reviews which will take place in January. The Board has approved the committee’s 
recommendation to purchase and begin using the new Psalter after January. 

 

FROM THE SCHOOL BOARD 
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The Robotics team has been busy building their Lego robots and programing them to 
accomplish the challenges of this year’s theme which is “unearthed”. The season comes to a 
close with Robowl XI on Saturday, November 22 where Hope’s teams put their skills to the test 
against a few other PR schools in a friendly competition. 

The Technology Committee has recently replaced the school’s server and is staying on 
top of the teacher’s technology needs, and we thank Dan DeVries and the rest of the committee 
for their good work. 

The Library/Program/Yearbook Committee reports each month on choir and band 
music that they have approved or not approved and they look forward to meeting with the 
library staff next month. 

We ask that you remember the Board in your prayers as we seek wisdom and guidance 
from God in the operation of this school he has so graciously given to us. 

 
 

FEDERATION, PUBLICITY, CIRCLE CONTACT COMMITTEE (FPCC) 
Jamie Langerak, Chairman 
Kevin Koole, Brent Kregel 

 
Federation 

The annual Federation Association Meeting was held on October 2.  Hope School’s 
committee met with delegates from all the other Protestant Reformed Christian Schools in North 
America for this meeting. The meeting was held in CCHS’s music room with delegates from 
each of the local schools attending in person and the other PR schools joining through a video 
link. The business at hand was routine in that we voted for new board members, heard the 
annual Executive Director’s report, and approved the budget. Retiring this year is the current 
President, Ryan Wories.  Derek Van Overloop was reappointed as technology director and the 
election of one additional board member was Jeremy Monsma.  There were also questions 
brought up about how the Federation can be utilized to assist the schools in areas such as 
common curriculum, retirement plans for teachers, and training for first year school board 
members.  It was wonderful to see men from so many areas that have a strong commitment to 
Christian education come together to support the Federation which does so much for our 
schools. 

The Executive Director of the Federation, Kyle Bruinooge detailed much of the work 
being done by the Federation in his annual report to the committee. The following highlights 
are a few of the things they have done and are working on. The Teacher Training Committee 
(TTC) is the primary focus of the Federation.  The first tier mentoring program is for prospective 
teachers going through college.  The title of this tier is “Developing a Worldview Filter” which 
will prepare them to teach in Protestant Reformed schools.  The second tier is a mentoring 
program which teams up experienced teachers with first year teachers. The mentor/mentee 
pairs continue their relationship through the third tier of the program. This experience helps a 
new teacher gain confidence and knowledge, while the mentors also benefit in their own 
professional development and growth.  Many of the staff members of Hope School have 
participated in this program. Some of Hope’s teachers are still in the program, and others have 
become mentors.   
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The Federation board has compiled many of the schools’ policies regarding different 
matters such as sexual harassment and child safety and has created a shared folder for all 
school boards to use as a central resource.  

The Federation of Protestant Reformed School Societies is again offering the History & 
Principles of Reformed Education course this year, taught by Prof. R. Dykstra, at the Protestant 
Reformed Seminary. The first class was November 5, and each session lasts from 7:00-9:30 
PM.  The class is held on the first and third Wednesday of each month, November through 
April.  All are welcome to attend.  Live streaming is available for those outside the West 
Michigan area. 

 
Publication 

Our committee has the responsibility of updating and maintaining the content on the 
school website.  Every year the content is reviewed and changes we’d like to make are noted.  
Since our committee may not always have members that are tech savvy, we rely on our 
webmaster and school secretary Laurel Lotterman to make the actual updates.  We would like 
to thank her for the work she did this summer and fall on the website.  The website is full of 
good information, and some great pictures. Check it out if you have not done so in a while. 

 
Contact Committee 

Our committee is also communicating with the School Circle to pass along potential 
needs or projects for the school throughout the year. Through their fundraising, they provide 
funds for projects that are not planned on in the annual budget or that are of a special nature. 
One of the projects the School Circle funded this fall was the remodel of Dan Kuiper’s office.  
They also have given money to replace the cabinets in many of the classrooms. This work is 
scheduled for next summer.  In addition, the School Board has asked the School Circle for help 
with the purchase of revised Psalters that Hope School is planning to start using at the beginning 
of the second semester. On behalf of the Board, our committee would like to thank the School 
Circle for all the work they do to assist Christian education at Hope. 
 
 

FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT  
Vance Grasman, Treasurer, Phil Kalsbeek, Alex Kalsbeek 

 
Proverbs 8: 10-11: “Receive my instruction, and not silver; and knowledge rather than choice 
gold.  For wisdom is better than rubies; and all the things that may be desired are not to be 

compared to it.” 
In the book of Divine wisdom through king Solomon, we are reminded of the purpose 

of our God given Christian life.  It is not for the receiving of silver and gold as an end, but for 
the receiving of instruction, knowledge, and wisdom.  This is itself good instruction for your 
finance committee, fellow board members, teaching staff, our covenant children, and for all of 
us as supporters of Hope School.  May our Heavenly Father bless us and use the gifts of silver 
and gold to be transformed by His good means into instruction in righteousness, knowledge of 
the true living God, and applicable wisdom to value the things of the kingdom of heaven far 
above that of the things of this earth.  Blessed be our Heavenly Father who has given to us his 
Word of instruction, knowledge, and wisdom.  Of all things of this earth that we may desire, 
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what value can be compared to it?   May we and our children by faith receive this instruction 
and apply it to our lives. 

The end of October marked four months through the 2025-26 fiscal year.  The budget 
income and cost numbers should be viewed in comparison to the fact that we are 33.3% 
through our budget year.  To date, we are right on target with our income and slightly under 
on costs.  The tuition income paid is above target.  Thank you to all parents as you are making 
it a priority to stay current or ahead on this.  We are mindful of the sacrifice you make to meet 
the tuition payments.  Our drive collection to date is a bit under target at $73,350.  Lord willing, 
with your help, our goal is to collect at least $180,000 by end of December in view of hitting 
our $360,000 target for the year.  You should have received the letter for the drive in your 
mailboxes.  If you have not and would like to contribute, please let the office know and we will 
get that to you.  

We recently completed our annual audit of financial records and tax filings as conducted 
by Kaptein, Dykstra and Company.  The financial records were all found to be in good order.  
There are a lot of transactions and money management activities that happen throughout the 
year.  The execution of these transactions properly is a credit to the experience and dedicated 
labor of our bookkeeper, Mr. Larry Meulenberg.  An experienced bookkeeper is a valuable 
help to the board and to our school.  Our secretary, Miss Laurel Lotterman, also helps out on 
many finance related activities and communicating necessary information.  All contributes to 
smooth operation and annual audits.  

Please keep our school in your prayers and in your consideration of giving.  Not so that 
silver and gold may increase, but so that instruction, knowledge, and wisdom might thrive in 
the children God has graciously given to us. 

 

Actual to Budget                               

July '25 - October '25    
Income Total Budgeted % 

Church Collections $15,394.98 $50,000.00 30.8% 

Gifts and Pledges $73,350.00 $360,000.00 20.4% 

Gym Rental $2,135.00 $4,500.00 47.4% 

Hope Foundation $25,000.00 $50,000.00 50.0% 

Miscellaneous      
School Circle Gifts $0.00   
Special Ed Society $7,504.00 $16,594.00 45.2% 

Tuition $326,720.36 $877,470.00 37.2% 

Z - Bus Fees $13,272.70 $34,700.00 38.2% 

Total Income $463,377.04 $1,393,264.00 33.3% 

Expenses    
Accounting Fees $4,400.00 $7,250.00 60.7% 

Accounting Software $0.00 $2,000.00 0.0% 

Band Expenses $2,000.00 $3,000.00 66.7% 

Building and Grounds - Y/E $12,141.61 $50,000.00 24.3% 

Class Trip Fund $1,000.00 $3,000.00 33.3% 
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Educational Supplies and Books $20,000.00 $35,000.00 57.1% 

Federation Dues $0.00 $4,439.00 0.0% 

Insurance, General $8,543.16 $18,642.00 45.8% 

Insurance, Group $38,875.05 $118,016.00 32.9% 

Insurance, HSA - Y/E $1,000.00 $1,000.00 100.0% 

Insurance, Workers Comp $1,333.88 $2,478.00 53.8% 

Janitors Supplies $1,502.45 $4,500.00 33.4% 

Library Fund $1,000.00 $2,000.00 50.0% 

Long Range Building Fund Trans $6,666.68 $20,000.00 33.3% 

Miscellaneous Expense $677.89 $2,000.00 33.9% 

Office Equipment - Y/E $0.00 $1,500.00 0.0% 

Payroll - Band $7,224.82 $20,148.00 35.9% 

Payroll - Building Maintenance $247.25 $2,500.00 9.9% 

Payroll - Choir $4,175.00 $6,350.00 65.7% 

Payroll - Discovery Room $29,658.61 $101,092.00 29.3% 

Payroll - Janitor $12,333.36 $37,000.00 33.3% 

Payroll - Lawn Maintenance $83.25 $5,400.00 1.5% 

Payroll - Librarian $1,376.00 $5,600.00 24.6% 

Payroll - Office $11,231.00 $41,800.00 26.9% 

Payroll - Substitute Teachers $175.00 $2,000.00 8.8% 

Payroll - Teachers $217,636.40 $665,870.00 32.7% 

Payroll - Teachers Aids $3,698.70 $26,460.00 14.0% 

Payroll - Technology 

Maintenance $0.00 $1,000.00 0.0% 

Payroll Taxes $20,145.78 $70,072.00 28.8% 

Phys Ed Uniforms $738.71 $1,000.00 73.9% 

Repairs and Maintenance $6,158.76 $10,000.00 61.6% 

Retirement Plan $5,629.30 $21,776.00 25.9% 

Snow Removal $0.00 $3,000.00 0.0% 

Teacher Classroom $1,700.00 $1,700.00 100.0% 

Teacher Development - Y/E $3,405.00 $2,000.00 170.3% 

Technology Supplies $10,100.00 $17,000.00 59.4% 

Utilities, Electric $7,932.19 $20,000.00 39.7% 

Utilities, Gas $741.13 $12,000.00 6.2% 

Utilities, Internet & Phone $1,558.95 $4,800.00 32.5% 

Utilities, Trash $681.40 $2,000.00 34.1% 

Utilities, Water & Sewer $691.90 $1,400.00 49.4% 

Total Bus Expenses $24,782.63 $79,871.00 31.0% 

Total Expenses $471,245.86 $1,436,664.00 32.8% 
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GROWTH MINDSET 
Mrs. Becca Lubbers, Discovery Center 

 
 Having the right mindset toward learning is important. We want our students to work 
hard and desire to grow in their understanding. An attitude of complacency or indifference is 
not going to provide any motivation during the strenuous work throughout the school day or a 
school career. Rather, we want our students to have a growth mindset that focuses on continued 
learning and improvement no matter where they perform on the grade scale.  

As Reformed Christians, we have further reason to desire a growth mindset in our 
students. Our calling in this life, as found in Colossians 1:9b-10, is to “Be filled with the 
knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding; That we might walk worthy of 
the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every good work, and increasing in the knowledge 
of God.” On this earth, we will never have a complete and perfect understanding of God. Yet, 
as His children, we desire to know Him more and more. We ought to have a growth mindset 
for all things spiritual and of this earth, as the creation reflects and reveals glimpses of its 
Creator. There is and will always be more to learn, understand, and comprehend about God 
and this world. God’s command to us is to study and to do so diligently. 
 The words we use in response to learning and school work are a reflection of the attitude 
we have toward learning. If we want our students to focus on always making progress rather 
than just getting an A, then we need to teach them to speak with that mindset in view. The 
growth mindset encourages progress over perfection. This is not only applicable to students 
who struggle in various aspects of learning; Academically gifted students need to continue 
finding ways to challenge themselves and learn more deeply, too. Below is a list of common 
phrases students might say that demonstrate a fixed mindset with a paired phrase that can be 
used instead to encourage a growth mindset. May we help our students redirect their words to 
reflect and understand the importance of having a growth mindset toward all learning. 
 

Fixed Mindset: (Instead of saying…) Growth Mindset: (We should say…) 

This work is good enough. Is this really my best work? 

I give up! I can try a different strategy. 

I’m not good at this. I can train my brain. 

I can’t do this! I can’t do it yet. 

I made a mistake. Mistakes help me learn. 

This is easy for me. How can I challenge myself and improve? 

I’ll never be as smart as that person. Everyone is talented in many ways. 

This is too hard. This may take some time and effort. 

 
 

 

STAFF & STUDENT CONTRIBUTIONS 
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GOD’S COMFORTING WORDS 
Mr. Dan Hanko, 4th Grade 

 
 A name that is given to our great God is Jehovah.  Jehovah, the I AM, unchanging, 
everlasting.  He is the One who governs all things by His mighty hand.  What a great God!  
God’s covenant children from Hope School gave an all-school program this year with 
“Jehovah’s Sure Promises” as its theme.  The following comforting words were sung: “The Lord 
hath helped and kept me safe.” ”His saints are safe, whate’er betide, protected by His Name.” 
“For all the meek Thou wilt provide. They shall be fed and satisfied.”  He watches over us and 
guides us always by His infallible Word and comforting Spirit. 
 This same comfort and assurance was a lesson in my Bible story for my fourth graders 
recently. The Old Testament patriarch Jacob was fleeing from the hateful intentions of his 
brother Esau.  Jacob had just deceived his blind father into thinking he was his older brother.  
Isaac had blessed him at this time and then more fully when he realized what he had done, 
and that his son Jacob was heading north to find a wife among his relatives.  Jacob set out 
alone, uncertain of the future and of his time of return.  It was at a place he called Bethel that 
God came to him in a dream and assured him of His sure promises.  The ladder, stretching 
from heaven to earth, confirmed Jacob’s only access to God - through Jesus Christ, the only 
sacrifice and Savior.  God then spoke his reassuring promises from the top of the ladder.  
Canaan (a picture of heaven) belonged to him and his seed.  God would care for him in his 
travels and bring him safely home.  God would always be there for him! God’s promises are 
forever sure! 
 Do you sometimes feel like a Jacob?  All alone.  Afraid.  Fleeing from problems.  
Wondering about the future.  Then hear God’s sure promise, “I will be with Thee.”  This is the 
blessed promise to all His saints.  We must place our trust in Him and be content with what 
God has given and the circumstances in which He has placed us.  God promises in Hebrews 
13:5, “I will never leave Thee, nor forsake thee.”  Jacob surely had his weaknesses as we all 
do.  But God spoke to him and tenderly led him to trust in Him alone.  For He has given to His 
people His only begotten Son, the sacrifice that was the atonement for all our sins.  Christ is 
our Mediator and Savior.  That is His sure promise!  “Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; and 
lean not unto thine own understanding.  In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct 
thy paths.” (Proverbs 3:5-6) These words were also sung in the program.  Let us pray that we 
never forget these beautiful, comforting words! 
 
 

 
The fourth graders were asked to pick a favorite season or holiday and give three reasons 
why it was their favorite. Here are some of their choices: 
 

Spectacular Summer 
By Bree Bylsma 

Summer is my favorite season of the year.  Here is why.  First, I like to swim, and we 
have a pool.  Second, I love sports.  My favorite sport is basketball.  Finally, we have our 
cousins over more.  Some people might say winter is better, but I can’t have my cousins over 
in the winter.  That is why I think summer is the best. 



10 

 

Summer Is the Best 
By Hannah DeBoer 

 My favorite season is summer.  Here 
are some reasons why summer is my 
favorite season.  First of all, we go to the 
Koole family.  I have a lot of cousins to play 
with.  Secondly, we go to my Aunt Rachel’s 
pool to go swimming, and we have lunch.  
Another reason is we go to Brower Park with 
the DeBoer family.  We go tubing and 
biking.  Some people say that winter is the 
best season, but I think it is too cold.  That 
is why I think summer is the best season. 
 

Winter Is the Best 
By Cody Hanko 

 I think winter is the best season for 
these three reasons.  First, in winter you can 
put up winter decorations.  Second, you can 
build a snow fort.  Finally, you can go ice 
skating.  Some people might say summer is 
the best, but in summer you get all sweaty!  
These are the reasons I picked winter as my 
favorite season. 
 

Winter Is Amazing 
By Julia Huizinga 

 Winter is my favorite season! Do you 
know why?  First, you can go sledding.  
Second, you can drink hot chocolate after 
you come in from the cold.  Finally, you can 
have a snowball fight.  Some people may 
say summer is the best season, but I think 
summer is too hot.  That is why winter is my 
favorite season. 
 

Thanksgiving 
By Monroe Kalsbeek 

 Thanksgiving is the best holiday!  
First, I was born on Thanksgiving Day.  I can 
play with my presents during that time.  
Second, I go to my cousin’s house every 
Thanksgiving.  Lastly, we play games with 
everybody, and it is fun!  Some people may 
say that Christmas is the best, but it is cold.  

I do not like the cold.  Those are the reasons 
Thanksgiving is my funnest holiday. 
 

Winter Is Fun 
By Ryan Kleyn 

 Winter is the best season.  This is 
why.  First, Christmas is in winter.  I like to 
get presents.  Secondly, I can make forts 
with snow.  Finally, I can make snowmen.  
Some people think summer is the best 
season, but I think it is too hot.  That is why 
winter is my favorite season. 
Ryan Kleyn 
 

Fantastic Christmas 
By Lizzy Oosterhouse 

 Christmas is the best time of the 
year.  This is why.  First of all, I get to 
celebrate Jesus’ birth.  Secondly, I love 
family gatherings.  Finally, I am always 
excited for the Christmas program.  Some 
people say Thanksgiving is the best, but I 
always get a stomachache.  That’s why my 
favorite holiday is Christmas. 
 

Jesus’ Birth 
By Sawyer VanOostenbrugge 

 Christmas is the best holiday!  These 
are my reasons.  First, you get to celebrate 
Jesus’ birth.  Second, you get to sing along 
to Christmas songs.  Finally, you get a lot of 
presents.  Some say Thanksgiving is the 
best, but I don’t like turkey.  My best holiday 
is Christmas. 
 

Amazing Summer 
By Brecken Vogel 

 Summer is the best season of the 
year!  Why is this my favorite season? Here 
are some reasons.  First of all, I get to play 
with my friends more often.  Another reason 
is that I get to go to my cousin’s pool.  
Finally, I get to go get ice cream.  Some 
people say fall is their favorite season, but 
leaves just get stuck on you.  That’s why I 
like summer. 
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Fourth graders learn about animals in science class.  They were assigned to look up an animal 
and find out how God makes this creature survive the winter.  Psalm 147:9 “He giveth to the 
beast his food, and to the young ravens which cry.” 
 

Here Comes Winter 
By Rebekah Tanis 

 God cares for His creatures even in 
the cold winter.  He made hummingbirds 
able to fly a few thousand miles from 
Canada to Mexico or Central America.  
They leave in late August to mid-September.  
Some kinds of hummingbirds stay around 
for the winter, though.  These species 
survive by drinking sap from trees, since 
there are no flowers or fruit available.  Isn’t 
it amazing how God made hummingbirds 
able to survive the winter? 
 

How Hedgehogs Prepare for Winter 
By Brielle DeVries 

 God made all animals how he 
wanted them to be. God makes the 
hedgehogs hibernate. A hedgehog 
prepares for winter by eating large amounts 
of food.  Hedgehogs have nests called 
hibernaculum. Hedgehogs try to find dry, 
sheltered places to sleep. Hedgehogs enter 
a very deep sleep. God makes these 
amazing creatures do this! 

 
Super Squirrels 
By Selah Kuiper 

God is a mighty God. God made all 
animals and cares for them. Let me tell you 
how God cares for the squirrel. God made 
the squirrel know when to get ready for 
winter. For winter the squirrel eats more 
food than normal.  The squirrel buries nuts 
and seeds to eat during the winter. It is 
amazing how God made this animal and 
how he makes it know when to get ready for 
hibernation! 

 
 
 

The Beaver 
By Victoria Langerak 

God helps many animals get ready 
for winter. I'm going to tell you just a couple 
of ways. He helps the beaver get ready for 
winter.  First, a beaver builds up body fat to 
keep warm.  Also, they add on to their 
lodges or homes. Beavers make their 
houses strong enough for many years. They 
use mud, sticks, and logs which when it gets 
cold freezes. They build their houses under 
water. That is how God prepares beavers 
for winter. We see God's glory in all of this 
by seeing how He helps many of His 
animals prepare for winter.   

 
The Wood Cutter 
By Makenzie Pols 

 God cares for his creatures in winter. 
This is how God helps the beaver survive in 
the winter. The beaver builds and repairs its 
lodge. The beaver stays in its lodge the 
whole winter. It stocks a food cache under 
water. The beaver builds its lodge with 
branches. This is how God wonderfully 
cares for this animal in the winter. 
 

How Arctic Foxes Survive in the Winter 
By Davith Kalsbeek 

God has made each and every 
animal able to thrive in its environment.  The 
arctic fox is an animal that doesn’t 
hibernate, but it still has to be prepared for 
winter.  God makes them grow a thicker, 
furry coat to survive the winter.  God also 
made them with short legs to help walk in 
the snow.  They store up fat to survive on 
during the winter.  I think God made this 
animal pretty cool.  Don’t you? 
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DESCRIPTIVE LANGUAGE AND THE PSALMS 
Miss Melanie Hanko, 5th Grade 

 
I would say that Psalm 104 is one of my favorites, but the 5th graders say I call all the 

Psalms my favorite. One of the beautiful parts of this book is the descriptive and figurative 
language, so it’s hard to choose a favorite! The 5th graders have been working on figurative 
language recently, causing us to take special note of the metaphors, similes, personifications, 
and other types of descriptive language found throughout our morning devotions. We couldn’t 
help but enjoy the beautiful language in Psalm 104. 

The Psalm starts by describing God as worthy to be praised for He is “clothed with honor 
and majesty” and “coverest thyself with light as with a garment” (vs 1-2). We cannot but look 
at the sun for a moment before we turn away, and this is how God reveals Himself to us. It 
goes on to say that God “stretchest out the heavens like a curtain”. This is an example of a 
simile, or a comparison made using either the word like or as. Each day and night, God spreads 
out the heavens like a curtain, on display so that God’s name might be praised. The Psalmist 
then looks at the clouds and the wind saying that God, “maketh the clouds his chariot” and 
that He “walketh upon the wings of the wind.” This time, the Psalmist compares the clouds to 
chariots. Here the comparison is used without like or as and so it is a metaphor. A chariot is 
completely under the driver’s control; it goes exactly where the driver directs it to go. So, this 
metaphor teaches us of God’s sovereign control over each whisper of a cloud and every breath 
of the wind. Let us join in with the heavens to declare the glory of God (Psalm 19:1-3). Reading 
descriptions like this, God makes our hearts to soar in praise and worship for Him.  

Some personification in verses 6-7 teaches us of God’s power and control in creation. 
We read, “Thou coveredst it with the deep as with a garment: the waters stood above the 
mountains. At thy rebuke they fled; at the voice of thy thunder they hasted away.” Looking at 
the previous verse we know the Psalmist is speaking of Creation. God covered the earth with 
water which “stood above the mountains”. At God’s command the waters “fled” and “hasted 
away.” These words give a human quality to the water – an example of personification. Water 
cannot stand up or hastily flee as a person might, but it does teach us. We understand that the 
waters are so completely under God’s command, that His powerful voice causes them to move 
quickly. There is nothing slow about it! So we see the great power in God’s thundering voice.  

Having a better understanding of how to understand and use descriptive language can 
also give a deeper meaning to words. Looking later in the Psalm, we read in verses 20-22 of 
God’s sovereignty over the even the animals. We see they, “seek their meat from God” and 
thus rely on God for their every meal. Yet if we pause and think a moment longer, we find 
deeper meaning. The animals mentioned are “young lions” which has significance. Young lions 
are strong and one of the most feared animals in the wilderness. Of all the animals, the Psalmist 
chose the animal near or at the top of the food chain. Yet, even these powerful predators look 
to God for their food. So we also, even as we work we depend on God for all things (vs 23). 
How lovely it is to spend some time meditating on the beautiful words of scripture! 

  
“I will sing unto the Lord as long as I live: I will sing praise to my God while I have my being. 

My meditation of him shall be sweet: I will be glad in the Lord.  
Let the sinners be consumed out of the earth, and let the wicked be no more.  

Bless thou the Lord, O my soul. Praise ye the Lord.” ~ Psalm 104:33-35  
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 
 
Here are some excerpts from a recent 5th Grade writing assignment. These are “just for fun” 
descriptions of some well-known kitchen tools and appliances. 
 
“The shiny fork looks like the glowing 
moon…The awesome fork has a beautiful 
stick like thing going to those majestic sharp 
fingers” (The Not Ordinary Fork, Benjamin 
DeVries) 
 
“I hear the dull CHOP when I cut up my 
food. “Oh no,” I yell as I drop the stunning 
knife. It fell to the floor with a piercing 
CLANG! I pick it up, feeling the smooth 
handle. I can clearly see my own reflection 
in the large blade.” (The Beautiful Butcher’s 
Knife, Alexa Feenstra) 
 
“I believe the spectacular splendid 
seasoning brush is the best kitchen tool 
ever…It loves to plop butter smoothly on the 
fluffy bread. It graciously glides across the 
bread.” (The Seasoning Brush, Bella 
Feenstra) 
 
“The holes are as sharp as knives so the 
food can actually get cut. When you place 
cheese up to a cheese grater and rub it 
down to the holes there is a quiet “SSHT” 
like noise” (My Majestic Cheese Grater, 
Kate Fogal) 
 
“It is the size of a soccer ball but maybe a 
little bit bigger. The coffeemaker is a dark 
black, gray, and there is a stand that you 
put the coffee mug on…the coffee tastes 
amazing and delicious with creamer.” (My 
Kitchen Item, Jayden Guichelaar) 
 
“While I was putting away dishes I found an 
old, fancy bowl with pink, yellow, and 
purple flowers on it. The majestic bowl has 
creamy white glass. Its glass is as smooth as 

polished stone with occasional chips in it.” 
(The Beautiful Bowl, Lily Heyboer) 
 
“It sounds like a coo-coo clock because it 
goes CLICK, CLICK, CLICK, CLICK. It is an 
unpleasant black metal, and it gets really 
cold if you leave it outside in the winter.” 
(My Stupendous Can Opener, Benjamin 
Huizinga) 
 
“It is like a rectangular box with a clear 
twirling plate inside. It has about a dozen 
buttons and a glistening, white, coloring like 
snow. It owns a door that covers most of the 
front of the microwave.” (The Magnificent 
Microwave, Cole Huizinga) 
 
“It is usually used to scoop up gravy, soup, 
and other liquids. The ladle is rounded at 
the base like a banana…The ladle is an 
imploringly beautiful spoon. (The Beloved 
Ladle, Charlie Kooienga)  
 
“This beautiful and magnificent rolling pin 
is black with a tiny bit of gray on it…When 
the rolling pin hits the ground it makes a 
tremendously loud “CLANG!” (The Majestic 
Rolling Pin, Miriam Koole) 
 
“The color on the main part is forest green. 
The black hand mixer is as black as the 
night sky...The whisks look shiny, smooth 
and silver.” (The Wonderful Hand Mixer, 
Brooklyn Kregel) 
 
“My super good rubber spatula is a 
beautiful black. It is all rubber. It gets sticky 
as syrup when you use it for cleaning a 
bowl.” (Rubber Spatula, Clara Kregel) 
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“This wonderful whisk will help wonderfully 
with cooking weekly. When the whisk hits 
the side of the glass bowl it makes a quiet 
CLICK. It does not make a loud POW like it 
does in a breathtaking thunderstorm.” (The 
Wonderful Whisk, Ava Meulenberg) 
 
“A spatula holds a flat metal square strong 
enough to hold ten elephants, it also has a 
super smooth handle. The spatula also 
contains holes that lets steaming air 
through, cooling down the metal.” (My 
Incredible Spatula, Casen Meulenberg) 
 
“The spoon is like the big dipper. It is whiter 
than super hot ramen and snow…it is made 
of dazzling plastic” (My Dazzling Spoon, 
Judah Miersma) 
 
“The spatula “squeaks” quietly on the side 
of the glass bowl. The color is like pink 
cotton candy. It feels like silky rubber when 
you touch it.” (The Rubber Spatula, Aaliyah 
Peterson) 
 
“My monumental dishwasher glistens in the 
light of the sun...Inside is as a crowded 
jungle of dishes and silverware” (The Most 
Wonderful and Amazing Dishwasher!, 
Clara Rutgers) 
 
“The superb basting brush is more than 
what it seems. The basting brush looks like 
a paintbrush. It has a hole in the smooth 
wooden handle, so you can hang it on a 
hook.” (The Basting Brush, Henry Rutgers) 
 
 
 

“You might see the fridge as a boring 
kitchen item, but have you really stopped 
and thought about how cool it is? The 
fascinating, fantastic fridge stands on the 
first floor…” (The Fantastic Fridge, Paige 
Schipper) 
 
“The mixer sat quietly waiting on the 
counter. It was begging for someone to use 
it…It mixed the ingredients like a wild 
tornado, violently whirling around in the big 
silver bowl.” (The Magical Mixer, Hannah 
VandenBerg) 
 
“The air-fryer is a shiny black like the night 
sky and with some sparkling gray. On the 
top of this kitchen item there is a screen like 
surface with breath-taking buttons” (The 
Marvelous Air-Fryer) 
 
“It is pretty skinny, shiny, tall, and 
translucent. It also is clean because I 
cleaned it…Then, it fell and made a loud 
CLONG!, like falling from an 100 feet sky 
scraper!” (The Ordinary Cup, Nora 
VanOostenbrugge) 
 
“It comes down with an explosive boom and 
bang. The meat feels extremely tenderized. 
The meat hammer is a stubby hammer with 
spikes on each side” (The Meat Hammer, 
Hoyt VanOverloop) 
 
“The extraordinary spatula has 
tremendously sturdy metal at the top, but 
the handle, at the bottom, is rubbery and 
smooth as silk…The amazing spatula is as 
shiny as the moon.” (The Spectacular 
Spatula, Myla Veldman)
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HARD THINGS MADE BEAUTIFUL - LAMENTATIONS 3:17-26 
Miss Suzanna Smit, 7th Grade 

 
 I believe that it is safe to assume that people do not generally go about their day 
thinking, “Oh, I just wish that I had to call insurance [or go to the dentist] today!” or “Oh, I 
wish that someone would rear-end my car.” These events are not what we would generally call 
enjoyable, relaxing, or even reasonably tolerable. Yet, in the past year, these thoughts did enter 
my mind. 

Through conversations with others and experiences of my own, I have come to realize 
that it's not in the daily conversation and walk where our light shines the most visibly. There is 
a reason why, historically, a martyr’s death is so impactful. A martyr is willing to be a ‘witness’ 
to his faith in the face of any consequence. Of course, the Lord can and does use the smallest 
of means, and a quiet Christian walk is noticeable. However, saying ‘please’ and ‘thank you’ 
won’t necessarily make people wonder if someone is a Christian (especially in certain regions 
such as western Michigan).  Instead, a patient and caring response, despite difficult 
circumstances or even because of difficulties, can set us apart and reveal our Spirit-worked 
walk towards holiness. If we cause an accident, we expect others involved to be shocked and 
annoyed, even rude, as they demand our insurance information. I would never expect them to 
ensure that I have a ride home or volunteer to cover the cost of the damage to their vehicle. 
Now, do I expect Christians to offer to pay for things themselves? Not necessarily, but it would 
follow the Golden Rule a lot closer than demanding every last possible cent out of the other 
party. Instead of asking, “What am I expected to say or do in this situation by society?” we 
should be asking, “How can I best reveal Christ?” In other words, rather than trying to defend 
a minimum amount of effort, we ought to always be asking how we can improve. This has 
certainly changed my mindset when doing ‘hard things.’  

As I have pondered my response to these events, several Bible verses have directed my 
thoughts. One passage from Ecclesiastes 3:11 contains a beautiful and comforting phrase, 
“He has made everything beautiful in its time.” Every time I read this verse, my conscience is 
pricked because of my impatience, while I am also filled with awe of the great mercy and love 
of God. I am reminded not to grumble about earthly difficulties, but to recognize that He has 
a purpose for every interaction. Whether it is helping us grow as Christians or working through 
us to touch the lives of others, God is sovereign. “In its time” does not mean when I look for 
the beauty or even when I am past the suffering. It may mean years down the road or when 
Christ returns, and we are made incorruptible and raised to glory. Ecclesiastes 3:11 continues 
with the words, “no one can fathom what God has done from beginning to end.” We can have 
peace in the knowledge that we are not always expected to see the silver lining or understand 
how a particular difficulty reveals God’s glory. We can’t understand the entirety of God’s 
counsel! We can be kept from despair in the knowledge that we are not always kept from 
answers by a lack of trying or a weak faith. However, we must also be careful not to use this as 
permission to stop praying and believing. Isaiah 55:9, a Bible passage that 7th graders 
memorize each year, explains why. “As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways 
higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.” We cannot fully understand God’s 
ways because He is God: perfect, infinite, omniscient, infallible, and we are man: sinful, finite, 
often foolish, fallible. I find such comfort in the fact that I do not need to wrestle to understand 
what is beyond me to know that I can lay my burdens at the feet of my Savior. 
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Now, your difficult situations may be different from mine. They may be heavier than 
anything that you have endured before this. We are allowed to pray for them to cease or ask 
for help to endure them. Scripture also provides guidance in these situations. Job, after losing 
children, servants, and possessions, fell down and worshipped saying, “Naked came I out of 
my mother's womb, and naked shall I return thither: the Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken 
away; blessed be the name of the Lord” (Job 1:21). After experiencing a lack of faith from his 
wife and fierce accusations from his friends, he still confessed, “For I know that my redeemer 
liveth, and that he shall stand at the latter day upon the earth…[and] in my flesh shall I see 
God.” Job was given strength to praise (not just believe) even in the midst of great tragedy; the 
Lord alone can and does give us that strength. Remember that you are Christ’s. He has clothed 
you in His robes of righteousness and poured out His Spirit upon you. Remember that He is 
sovereign over all events, and all circumstances are organized according to His good pleasure. 
All will be made beautiful in His perfect time, not our time. Have patience and continue on, ye 
good and faithful servant. 
 
 

 
7th Grade Student Writing Samples: 

 

The Journal of Patrick Addams 

By Miles Fogal 

Thursday: 
 My name is Patrick Addams. This is my first journal entry in my new journal, which I 
purchased yesterday at C.W Chadwick's bookstore. This book cost about 30 Spanish dollars, 
rather expensive, but it is made of fine leather and was imported from England, so I bought it. 
 My day started off a normal day. I got out of bed, got dressed, and waited for my slave 
to bring me breakfast. I am a wealthy plantation owner, so I have plenty of Negros to do my 
bidding. Then, after breakfast, I put on my doublet (it was a rather chilly day) and walked 
outside to check on my plantation. This season, I was primarily focused on growing tobacco, 
as it was becoming a rather profitable cash crop (and it didn’t hurt to keep some handy). The 
slaves and the slave masters were out doing their work, so I went boguing over to talk with the 
head slave master. He informed me that one of my male Negroes, Alexander, had escaped the 
night before. This seriously annoyed me, as it was my right to do what I wished with him as his 
superior authority, and he had no right to run away. I took note to give him 50 lashes when I 
recaptured him, and to hire a slave catcher later. 
 After going through my routine of checking on the plantation, I decided to go into 
town… 

The slave catcher opened the door when I knocked. He was a rather gruff, unkempt 
blackguard, who looked like he had been in several fights. He gruffly asked me what it was 
that I wanted, but when I mentioned that I had a slave missing, he was down to business. After 
telling the man my slave’s name, height, and appearance, we bartered over a price. I agreed 
to 3 Spanish dollars for every mile he traveled, and 60 Spanish dollars upon capturing 
Alexander. 
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  After my outing, I went home to check on my house. Part of my daily routine involved 
checking on the house keeping. When I made sure that all was well and all that needed to be 
done got done, I entered into my leisure time. Tonight (it was getting dark out), this involved 
eating my supper and talking with my family. For supper, my slave made me venison and 
Succotash, a vegetable medley with corn and beans. After talking with my family, I decided to 
go to bed. Today has been a fairly normal day, for the better or the worse. This entry has taken 
me a while to write. However, I still plan to write tomorrow. ~ Patrick Addams 
 

Author: Ainsley Huizinga 
June 12, 1712 
Dear Diary,         
 It has been two and a half months since I was captured and sold into slavery. The boat 
ride over was terrible. We were chained together, and the only food we were given was one 
piece of moldy bread and two pints of water. I got seasick on the way across, they didn’t even 
give me anything to help me get better. The smell was terrible. There were so many of us 
packed in this damp dark space. We were like this for five weeks. 
 I miss my family so much. I had an older brother, Adam, and my parents. We were all 
taken as slaves but were sold to different people. At night, my mother used to sing to me 
before I went to bed if I could not sleep. I still know the song she would sing to me. I sing it to 
myself before bed and wonder what my parents and my brother are doing at that moment. 
 At night, the taskmasters stay up late and wander around through the cabins trying to 
catch those who try to escape. I never go out at night because I am scared of getting on their 
bad side. No one wants to get on their bad side. I heard that there was an old slave that went 
out to get water from the well at night and was beaten. No one ever goes out at night, now. 
 Sincerely, 
  Ada 
 
July 10, 1712 
Dear Diary, 
 Today there was a big market held in town. Mistress Joanna chose me to go with her 
into town. I got a better dress to borrow from her to wear. All day I walked around town and 
looked at things. It was nice to get out for once. Even though I had to carry all her purchases. 
She bought a notebook, ink, some pens, and a few hair ribbons. The rest I don’t know about. 
I lost track of most of it. 
 When we got back, she was in a good mood, so she gave me the dress that I had 
borrowed and a new hair ribbon. She said she didn’t need it because her mother got her 
some more new dresses. Sure enough, I had to put all of her new dresses away. I took forever 
because she wants them to be in her wardrobe perfectly with no wrinkles. It took an hour 
before she was finally satisfied with my work. 

Sincerely, 
  Ada  
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July 28,1712 
Dear Diary, 
 Yesterday there was a big fat mouse in our room. I was the only one in there taking a 
break getting ready to go to town. I was afraid I was going to awaken Master Theodore, who 
was taking a nap because he had a headache. I just clamped my mouth shut and finished 
getting changed and left. When I got into the hall, I bumped into Zola. She asked me what 
happened, and I told her. By the end of my story, her eyes were wide. Master Theodore came 
walking down the hall at that moment, and he asked us what was wrong. When we told him, 
with a sparkle in his eyes, he told us he would catch the mouse. We asked why, but he said 
he had his reasons. 
 Today, I was bringing food to my mistress’s room, and, as I opened the door, I heard 
a shrill scream. I looked, and there was a mouse! It was the same mouse as the one in my 
bedroom the day before. I just stood there, and she screamed at me to catch it. I whipped my 
apron off and threw it on the mouse. The mouse started to scurry away out of the door, but I 
fell on it and caught it. 
 Earlier today, it dawned on me that Master Theodore must have put the mouse in 
Mistress Joanna’s bedroom. I don’t think I’ll ever tell Master Theodore’s secret, but it will be 
hard to keep it. 
 Sincerely, 
  Ada 
 

The Adventures of Mick Garland 
By Silas Rutgers 

It was a windy, late afternoon. Mick Garland was bringing rum to England on the 
Dragonfly.  A storm was coming, and the crew were making preparations. In a few hours, the 
storm would be on them. The Dragonfly was in for a rough night. 

Captain Garland shouted some orders to his men. Sloan Jethro, his first mate, relayed 
his orders to the crew, and the crew responded to his orders immediately.  
Mick Garland was well-respected among his men; he saved their lives from storms and other 
things on countless occasions.  
 Life was tough as a sailor, but Mick had a couple advantages over his men. For example, he 
had his own cabin to sleep in. That alone was very nice, he could sleep peacefully by himself 
without listening to his men snore.  

Suddenly, a huge wave crashed down upon the Dragonfly. 
 “Bail!” shouted Mick from the tiller. The crew responded in action, using pails to 

scoop out the water. Everyone was busy for the rest of the night. Half of the crew would sleep 
while the other half bailed and did other stuff, rotating every four hours. Overall, it was a 
terrible night.  

Mick woke up early the next morning. They were at sea for about three weeks and 
were due to get to England in a week. The sea was nice and calm. They had a meager 
breakfast of cold, tough jerky and water. After breakfast, Mick started to sail the ship to 
England. His crew was very good at their job, and soon they were sailing fast for how clumsy 
of a ship she was. 

It was around noon; the crew was relaxing on deck when Wilson Hayes, one of the 
crew, gave a cry of surprise.  
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“Pirate ship coming, captain!” he shouted, pointing. Everyone stared, craning their 
necks trying to see where. Sure enough, in a little bit, a pirate’s ship could be seen on the 
horizon.  

Mick had to think quickly. “Everyone below deck!” he commanded. “When the pirates 
come, surprise them and take them over quickly.” It was his best idea he could think of. They 
were at least outnumbered two to one, and the pirates were experienced in war, not like his 
men who only knew a little bit about fighting.  

 The pirate ship was gaining on them fast. There was absolute silence in the boat.  
Suddenly, Mick had an idea. “Wait right here,” he said to his men, and soon 

disappeared. He searched frantically through one of his drawers in his cabin, things flying 
everywhere. Finally, when he found it, he rushed on deck.  

When he came back to his men, an expectant, worried look was on his face. As he 
was spying on the pirates, he shouted triumphantly.  The crew peered out to see what was 
making their captain so happy. To their astonishment, the pirates were turning away! They 
didn’t even get 100 yards close to them! 

“How in the world did you do it?” Sloan asked, disbelief in his voice 
“Look up,” replied Mick. Up there in the sky was a yellow flag.  
“It’s a quarantine flag,” said the captain. “The pirates went away when they thought 

there was sickness.”   
The crew was astonished at their captain's wit.   
When they triumphantly returned to England, the story of Mick Garland was told 

abroad, of how he single-handedly defeated a whole ship full of pirates. 
 

My Life in the Land of the Purple Fields 
The Life of a Captured African Slave Enduring Life in the  

New World with only her Best Friend  
By Darla Vandentop 

 The day I, Kamaria, was captured, was the most terrifying experience I have ever 
endured. I was woken from a deep sleep while dreaming about what it would be like to travel 
across the seas. I was a magnificent princess riding on a ship, the Rose of the Seas. When I 
was awakened, I was drug into the dead of night, and brought to a ship called The Black 
Dragon. “Such a bitter name,” I thought. “Nothing like the name I had dreamed of.”  

I was on the ship with only the sailors, who used language my parents had told me 
never to say, and my best friend, Zola. I was glad for that. In the morning, at least I think it 
was morning, Zola and I were given only the tiniest bit of food. I was used to only a little bit 
of food, but this amount was nothing I had ever seen! Even my one-year-old brother, Titus, 
would have more than this!  

Finally, after seven weeks of being on the sea and having some strange sickness, we 
arrived at a place that I called the Land of Purple Fields. There were many strange looking 
fields that had a beautiful purple plant growing in them… That night, Zola and I were 
brought to a barn, and we had to sleep in the hay filled with lice. I could not sleep! I kept 
thinking about my family. But then I prayed, and I don’t remember anything after that. The 
next thing I remember is being woken up at the crack of dawn. We were taken to a big house 
and were given gross oatmeal. “Be thankful you have some food,” I kept reminding myself.  

http://quickly.is/
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After we were done eating, they didn’t have devotions or even some kind of prayer! 
But I did see some of the other slaves bow their heads to pray silently to themselves, so I did 
too, and I thanked God for the safety and the food. I also asked for strength for the day, and 
for my family to be safe.  

For supper, Zola and I went to the house of a kind owner. Their last name was Miller. 
She told us that we were going to stay with them. Her daughter, Abigail, was fifteen years old, 
the same age as Zola and I. We were so excited to be able to make friends with a girl our 
age. They also had a boy, Henry, who was sixteen, and seven year old twins, Mary and 
James. Before and after supper, the family read the Bible and prayed, unlike this morning, 
when only the slaves prayed.  Zola and I were able to sleep in the house, and we got to sleep 
in the kitchen by the fire. They even gave us blankets! That night, I fell asleep so quickly, I 
don’t remember laying my head in my pillow!  

…At the evening church service, I noticed a slave couple. I thought they looked like 
my parents. After church, I followed them outside. I then realized it was my parents! And my 
younger siblings were with them too! “Mama! Papa! It’s me! Kamaria!” 

They turned around and saw me. They were so surprised! I told them that I was staying 
with a Christian family, and that Joseph was with me too. Then, Mrs. and Mr. Miller came 
and asked who I was talking to. I told them it was my parents. Mama and Papa hadn’t found 
a place to stay, so Mr. Miller invited them to come and live at their farm. 

In the morning, Mr. Miller, Papa, Joseph, and Henry started building a house for just 
our family to live in. It had to be big enough for Papa, Mama, Joseph, Titus, Jade, and I. 
Mama also said that Zola could stay in our house too. “I can’t believe this is happening! I 
never thought I would see my whole family again. I am thankful to God that He brought us 
all together in the Land of the Purple Fields, even though we have to be slaves.” 

… 
The Burnt Offering 

By Kelsey Minderhoud 
 The Burnt offering was one of the many sacrifices that the Israelites made. It was an 
offering that was for the sins of the people. It was done every morning and evening because 
the people sinned daily. Therefore, it was a constant reminder of our sin and our need for 
Christ, our Saviour.  It was, also, a picture of Christ’s atoning work for all his people. Hebrews 
13:12 indicates this when it says, “Wherefore Jesus also, that he might sanctify the people with 
his own blood, suffered without the gate.” For that reason, the sacrifice had to be without 
defects or blemishes. This means that the animal sacrificed had to be without spots, wrinkles, 
or illnesses. Although this is true, the animals also had to be without blemish because it pictured 
us giving our best to God out of thanksgiving for what he has done (and for the Israelites, what 
He was going to do). Also, the fire of the sacrifice kept burning throughout the day and the ash 
was taken out of the camp, which is stated in Leviticus 6:11 and 12, “And he shall put off his 
garments, and put on other garments, and carry forth the ashes without the camp unto a clean 
place. And the fire upon the altar shall be burning in it; it shall not be put out: and the priest 
shall burn wood on it every morning, and lay the burnt offering in order upon it; and he shall 
burn thereon the fat of the peace offerings.” Leviticus makes it clear that the fire was to be kept 
burning because it is said in some other verses such as nine and thirteen. In addition, the hand 
of the sinner was placed on the animal’s head before it was sacrificed. This was to show that 
the sacrifice was given willingly and so that the sacrifice would be accepted for atonement for 
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the sinner’s sins. Leviticus 1:10 says, “And if his offering be of flocks, namely, of the sheep, or 
of the goats, for a burnt sacrifice; he shall bring it a male without blemish.” The sacrifice could 
be really any kind of animal (turtledoves, pigeons, bullocks) but it had to be male. Furthermore, 
the animals were killed on the altar northward toward God and the blood of the animal was 
sprinkled on the altar that was near the door of the tabernacle. Both verses, five and eleven, of 
Leviticus one speak of this. Leviticus 1:11 writes, “And he shall kill it on the side of the altar 
northward before the LORD: and the priests, Aaron's sons, shall sprinkle his blood round about 
upon the altar.” Finally, the burnt offering sacrifice was a sacrifice of sweet savour to the Lord, 
which is stated in Leviticus 1:17 saying, “And he shall cleave it with the wings thereof, but shall 
not divide it asunder: and the priest shall burn it upon the altar, upon the wood that is upon 
the fire: it is a burnt sacrifice, an offering made by fire, of a sweet savour unto the LORD.” These 
are the many that help us to understand more about the Burnt offering. 

 
Grain Offering 
By Abbie Pols 

The Grain Offering is called the “Meat Offering” in the KJV. The Grain Offering was 
called the meat offering because in the 17th century English word “meat” meant “food” not 
specifically animals. This offering contains flour, oil, frankincense, wafers, and the first fruits of 
the corn which is harvested. This symbolizes the different aspects and relationship with God 
and his people. The flour was a picture of the pure and perfect nature of Jesus Christ. The oil 
was poured on the flour and pointed to Jesus. It represents the anointing of the Holy Spirit. 
Frankincense pictured the fragrance of worship and a sweet stealing aroma. Ephesians 5:2 
states, “And walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us, and hath given himself for us an offering 
and a sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling savour.” The first fruit represents Christ paving the 
way for his people. On the other hand, the wafer represents purity and the absence of sin. NO 
leaven was allowed because it pictures sin. NO honey was allowed because it is a product of 
fermentation. The ingredients must be reflecting the pureness and perfection of this sacrifice. 
Did you know that the Grain offering was seasoned with salt! This signifies the covenant 
pleasing unto God. Numbers 18:19 states, “All the heave offerings of the holy things, which 
the children of Israel offer unto the Lord, have I given thee, and thy sons and thy daughters with 
thee, by a statute for ever: it is a covenant of salt for ever before the Lord unto thee and to thy 
seed with thee.” The food was mixed and put in an oven. This was the preparation. The priest 
would burn this for a memorial to God and they also would eat some of it. Only priests ate the 
Grain Offering because they were both holy. The purpose of this offering was to express 
thankfulness and devotion to God. This was a regular offering and most of the time done daily. 
Romans 12:1-2 talks about presenting our bodies as living sacrifices. It also speaks of 
acceptable and perfect sacrifices that are accepted by God. 
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“The text next tells us the wherefore of our gratitude— “Giving thanks always for all 

things unto God.” “For all things”— whatever may happen to us. For the things which are of 
greatest moment we should always be grateful: for the new birth, for pardon of sin, for the 
indwelling of the Holy Ghost, for all covenant mercies, for all the blessings of the cross, and of 
the crown. Dear friends, a Christian has infinite cause for gratitude. When I first looked to Christ 
and was lightened, I thought that if I never received another mercy except that one of being 
delivered from my load of guilt, I would praise God, if he would but let me, for ever and ever. 
To have the feet taken out of the miry clay, and to feel them set on the rock of ages, is a subject 
for eternal gratitude. But you have not received one spiritual mercy only, beloved brother, nor 
two, nor twenty; you have had them strewn along your path in richest profusion; the stars above 
are not more numerous, nor the sands beneath more innumerable. Every hour, yea, every 
moment has brought a favour upon its wings. Look downward and give thanks, for you are 
saved from hell; look on the right hand and give thanks, for you are enriched with gracious 
gifts; look on the left hand and give thanks, for you are shielded from deadly ills; look above 
you and give thanks, for heaven awaits you. 

Nor is it alone for great and eternal benefits, but even for minor and temporary benefits 
we ought to give thanks. There ought not to be brought into the house a loaf of bread without 
thanksgiving; nor should we cast a coal upon the fire without gratitude. We eat like dogs if we 
sit down to our meals without devoutly blessing God. We live like serpents if we never rise to 
devout recognition of the Lord’s kindness. We ought not to put on our garments without adoring 
God, or take them off to rest in our beds without praising him. Each breath of air should inspire 
us with thanks, and the blood in our veins should circulate gratitude throughout our system. O, 
how sacred would our temporal mercies be to us if we were always thanking God for them! 
Instead of that, we too often complain because we have not somewhat more. We have a 
position which, in God’s sight, is the best for us. We could not have been better off than we 
are now, all things being considered, eternal things as well as present things; and yet we 
murmur and groan as though God had dealt hardly with us…” 

 
Excerpt from Charles Spurgeon’s sermon entitled, Always, and For All Things, based on 
Ephesians 5:20.  You can read the full sermon at https://www.spurgeon.org/resource-
library/sermons/always-and-for-all-things 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
November 27-28  Thanksgiving Break 
December 3-5  Book Fair 
Thursday, December 18 Band/Choir Concert – school gym - 7PM 
Tuesday, December 23 Christmas Assembly – school gym - 1:15PM 
December 24-Jan 2  Christmas Break 
Friday, January 16  End of 1st Semester (1/2 day) 
Saturday, January 17  Family Fun Night – 4-7:30PM 
January 19-22  MAP Assessments 
Friday, January 23  Fearfully & Wonderfully Made Day 
Friday, January 30  Hearing/Vision Screening 
February 5-6   Parent/Teacher Conferences 
Thursday, February 12 PTA 
Friday, February 13  Buddy Day 
Friday, March 13  Grandparents’ Day 

https://www.spurgeon.org/resource-library/sermons/always-and-for-all-things
https://www.spurgeon.org/resource-library/sermons/always-and-for-all-things

